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From the Managing Editor…

In this month’s issue we recognize a

number of businesses and individuals -

- identified by you, Premiere Magazine

readers -- as award winners in their 

respective categories.

We congratulate each of the Premiere 

readers’ favorites as they accept much-

deserved recognition for their efforts during

the past year. We also appreciate all who

took the time to submit ballots and mention

those who go to great lengths to make 

dealing with them a pleasant business 

experience.

We often hear people say there is “nothing to

do” in our com-

munity but so

m a n y  

opportunities

exist in and

around the

P a r a g o u l d -

Jonesboro area

if we’re just 

willing to look

and listen, op-

portunities to

get involved in fun, interesting and worth-

while projects.

Great thanks should be extended to the 

people and businesses who support events

like:

*  Arkansas State University’s Helmets and

Heels

*  Both the Greene County and NEA District

fairs

* Downtown Paragould’s South End Block

Party

* The annual Turning Leaf and Harvest

Moon Trail Ride and BBQ

* The Focus Adult Development Program

Family Day

* Arkansas State University’s Summer 

Art Camp

* Families, Inc.’s Howl For Humanity

Those are just some of the things covered in

this month’s magazine; there is so much

more out there if you’re only willing to look

for chances to get involved.

Northeast Arkansas is blessed with an abun-

dance of people who don’t mind doing all

the behind-the-scenes work to make events

like those mentioned above come to life.

Such promotions take time and effort -- and

a true community spirit -- and it is again an

honor to be part of recognizing those who

make them happen, and to give some 

publicity to those from the business world

who put the customers’ needs first. •

Richard Brummett, Managing Editor
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Two diagnoses 30 years apart motivated Jerry Jett to do some-
thing about cancer. Jett, whose mother died of colon cancer in
1976, was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2006. His mother’s

passing and his own battle drove him to talk about something most men
would rather not discuss.

“I know some men here in Paragould that have that attitude,” he said.
“They’ve been diagnosed, had surgery, had treatments and they don’t
want anybody to know about it.”

Worse, many men avoid annual prostate screenings because they don’t
want to think about the possibilities or because of the discomfort of the
tests. Yet statistics indicate one out of every seven men will be diagnosed

with prostate cancer. An estimated
2,370 men in Arkansas will be diag-
nosed this year alone and 320 in the
state will die from prostate cancer.
That number is 320 too high for Jett,
which is why he’s a board member of
the Arkansas Prostate Cancer Foun-
dation, a statewide organization ded-
icated to “increasing awareness,
encouraging timely detection and
supporting improved treatment of
prostate cancer in Arkansas.”

Jett, a real estate agent with Coldwell
Banker in Paragould, encouraged Paragould Mayor Mike Gaskill to sign
a declaration designating September as Prostate Cancer Awareness
Month in the city. The declaration coincides with the foundation’s Blue
Ribbon events in September. Approximately 100 high school football
teams in Arkansas will sport blue ribbons on their helmets during Sep-
tember games, Jett said. Nearly every college and university in the state
will participate as well.

The foundation also sponsors a “Virtual Run/Walk” in September,
which costs $15 to enter. Participants choose how far, fast and even
when and where they complete the event. They then upload a photo to
the APCF’s website or social media (to learn more about the Virtual
Run/Walk, visit www.arprostatecancer.org.) Jett said the events help
spread the word, especially to a sometimes-stubborn male audience that
may prefer to ignore the message -- and the risks. “The main thing is to
get a baseline established,” Jett said. “Get a PSA (Prostate Specific Anti-
gen) test and then watch those numbers over the years. The PSA is not
a diagnosis of cancer; there are other things that can make PSA num-
bers rise. But you need that baseline to give you something to work
from.”

The PSA screening is a simple blood test, a much less intrusive option
than the notorious digital rectal exam (DRE). The DRE may be the sum
of all fears with regard to prostate testing and it routinely puts men in
a panic as they mentally replay scenes from old Chevy Chase movies.
“Yes, that’s the more unpleasant one,” Jett said. “But about 20 percent of
prostate cancer diagnoses are found that way. They didn’t show up in
the PSA.”

Jett said the recommended age to begin annual PSA screenings is 50,
unless there’s a family cancer history, in which case he recommends a
test sooner. •

Personal experiences prompt Jett’s fight vs. cancer

Jerry Jett
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The third annual Helmets and Heels event at Arkansas

State University offered women a way to learn more

about the game of football, the team and the latest Red

Wolves fashions.

The evening of football and fun provided a fashion show, auc-

tion and raffle items, and plenty of laughs for the audience.•

Some audience members got to
see how difficult putting on a foot-
ball uniform is, above, while oth-
ers bid on items offered by
auctioneer Tasabah Malone, left,
and celebrated their successes,
below. Among those enjoying the
evening were, at right, Johanna
Quinn and Diana Davis; below left,
Kelly Roswell and ASU coach
Blake Anderson; and below right,
Kembralyn Redman and Christie
Matthews.
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Thanks to the generosity of Jim 

Holland, a resident at Paragould’s

Chateau On The Ridge, Marmaduke

High School students have a better chance of

furthering their educations.

Holland met with representatives from the

Greene County Community Foundation and

Marmaduke Schools to present a check for

more than $100,000 to endow a scholarship

for a Marmaduke senior.

Holland's only stipulation is that the money

goes to a student with a grade point average

of 2.5 to 2.8.

Marmaduke Mayor Steve Dixon said Holland

has long been “a huge benefactor to Marmaduke

schools and a supporter of Greene County,”

and joined others in attendance in singing the

praises of such a gracious act.

Holland’s previous donations have helped

twelve students at Marmaduke make plans to

attend college, but he said we have “a terrible

void in money, scholarships or whatever for

young people 19, 20, 23, 25, 26 ... they need

startup money as a means of getting back to

college ... junior college or whatever. When

you think of all the junior colleges and four-

year colleges ... ASU ... there is no reason for

us not to graduate more students in Greene

County than what we are doing.

“We need to create something to help those

people a little bit. They don’t realize the need

for college until it’s too late.”

He credited Marmaduke Superintendent Tim

Gardner and former superintendent Jerry

Don McIntosh “and the many people in 

Marmaduke for benefitting Greene County,

particularly the scholarship fund. We’ve done

well and we hope to continue.”

Gardner said, “ These scholarships tremen-

dously benefit a lot of kids. Not low-end kids,

but not at the top, either. Ones who can really

use it.”

Marci Lincoln, Executive Director of the Com-

munity Foundation of Greene County, also 

 expressed thanks. “We are so excited,” she

said “The more kids we can help, the better. •

Marmaduke students
will benefit from 
Holland’s generosity

On hand for the check-passing ceremony were Marci Wineland, Ann Tritch, Regina Reagans, Marmaduke Mayor Steve
Dixon, Marmaduke Superintendent Tim Gardner, Jim Holland and Jerry McIntosh. 
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By the time most readers turn the first

page of this month’s Premiere 

Magazine, the Greene County Fair

should be under way.

Set for September 1-6 at the

Greene County Fairgrounds,

each day holds something 

special for those who choose to

attend. Daily admission is $5

for adults and $3 for children

under 12.

Then, after just enough time to

catch their breath and regroup,

fairgoers can travel down the

road toward Jonesboro and the

NEA District Fair, which runs

September 15-20.

Here are some of the highlights

of both events:

Greene County Fair -

Monday, Sept. 1: 10:00 a.m. –

2014 fair officially opens; carnival opens 

at noon

6:00 p.m - Gospel singing featuring NEW 

BEGINNING and GLORY LAND

6:00 p.m. - DEMOLITION DERBY ($5 fair 

admission and $5 derby admission)

Tuesday, Sept. 2: 6:00 p.m. – LITTLE MISS

GREENE COUNTY CONTEST in the B.C.

Lloyd Entertainment Building; MISS

GREENE COUNTY CONTEST in the B.C.

Lloyd Entertainment Building

7:00 p. m. – ARLMRA LAWN MOWER 

RACING in the rodeo arena (free with fair 

admission)

Wednesday, Sept. 3: FREE GATE 

ADMISSION – BUDDY NIGHT – two (2) 

people ride for the price of one

6:00 p.m.: YOUTH TALENT CONTEST in the

B.C. Lloyd Entertainment Building

Thursday, Sept. 4: SENIOR CITIZEN DAY –

all senior citizens free gate admission until

5:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m. – SENIOR

BEES BAND

2:00 p.m. – SENIOR CITI-

ZENS PROGRAM (spon-

sored by the Exchange

Club of Paragould)

7:00 p.m. - HIGHWAY 49

will perform in the B.C.

Lloyd Entertainment

Building;  opening act is

EVERYDAY LIFE (free

admission with gate fee)

Friday, Sept. 5: 6:00 p.m.

– USA  PULLERS presents

truck and tractor pulls

Saturday, Sept. 6: KIDS

DAY – all children admitted free until 4:00

p.m. CARNIVAL ARM BANDS $15 each

(good until 5:00 p.m.); carnival opens at noon

6:00 p.m. – DEMOLITION DERBY in the

rodeo arena ($5 additional charge at gate)

September signals the arrival of the county and district fairs for the Northeast Arkansas area.

Greene County Fair, NEA District Fair slated this month

Carnival rides of all types are always a highlight at fair time.
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NEA District Fair -

Monday, Sept. 15: BUDDY NIGHT - 2 PEOPLE

RIDE FOR THE PRICE OF 1

4:00 p.m. - CARNIVAL OPENS 

6:00 p.m. - TRIPLE D Concert - Grandstand

7:30 p.m. - JAMIE LYNN SPEARS Concert -

FREE - Grandstand. 

8:00 p.m. - ROCKY CLEMENTS Magic Show

-Rocky Stage

Tuesday, Sept. 16: FRESHMAN DAY - ASU

FRESHMEN ADMITTED FREE

4:00 p.m. - Midway opens.

7:30 p.m. -  Front Porch Fan Jam, FREE at The

Grandstand.

8:00 p.m. - ROCKY CLEMENTS Magic Show

- Rocky Stage

Wednesday, Sept. 17: - DOLLAR DAY -Kiddy

Rides $1; Major Rides $2; Spectacular Rides $3

4:00 p.m. -  Midway opens

7:00 p.m. - YOUTH TALENT CONTEST Free

at The Grandstand

8:00 p.m. - ROCKY CLEMENTS Magic Show

- Rocky Stage

Thursday, Sept. 18: SENIOR DAY/ARM-

BAND NIGHT. Seniors over 65 admitted free

1-6:00 p.m. Armbands $15 on Midway 4-11:00

p.m.; Single Rides Available

Gate Admission: $6 - Adults, $3 - Children

7:00 p.m. - NEW GRACE QUARTET Concert-

FREE-Grandstand.  Rev. Stan Ballard, Master

of Ceremonies 

7:30 p.m. MARK TRAMMELL QUARTET 

Concert - FREE - Grandstand. 

Friday, Sept. 19: CHILDREN’S DAY. Children

Under 12 Admitted Free 1-6:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m. Midway Opens

7:00 p.m. - THE NEIL BRADLEY BAND 

Concert - KFIN Stage

7:30 p.m. - TRIBUTE TO MEMPHIS

WRESTLING with Jerry Lawler, Jimmy

Valiant, Bill Dundee and Brandon Baxter.

FREE - Grandstand. 

Saturday, Sept. 20: $6 Gate Admission for

Everyone/$20 Armbands on the Midway

6:00 p.m. - KEN YARBROUGH & SOUTH 40

BAND Concert  -Grandstand

7:30 p.m. - MARTY HAGGARD Concert - In

Tribute to His Dad, Merle. FREE - at the

Grandstand. •
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Chad Garrett and Friends performed at Paragould’s Collins Theatre.

Pictured are Kevin King, Chad Garrett, B
rad Owen and Randy Aden.

Among visitors to the Chad Garrett concert were Julus, Kim and Daren Keeling.

Carl and Jeannie Williams
Shirley Ransone and Anita West

Above, Dewayne and Carolyn Winn;
at right, Jim and Ronnie White

Above, Kristy Rowe
and Theresa Chipman;
at right,  Laura Diggs
and Bill Rowland

You never know when Premiere photographers will
spot you out and about in the community
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Representatives of the six non-profit 
organizations targeted in the Families, Inc.
“Score a Touchdown, Howl for Humanity” 
program posed with Owner/President Joy

Davis and CEO Mark Thurman, above. Each
nonprofit group was given a card informing
them as to which Arkansas State University
home game will feature their cause. Family
Care Center drew the Red Wolves’ home

opener, followed in order by Mission Outreach
(Sept. 20); Flo and Phil Jones Hospice House
(Oct. 4); Hope Circle (Nov. 8); Salvation Army
(Nov. 15); and CASA (Nov. 29). At left, ASU
mascot Howl gets a smile from some of the

folks attending the ceremony.

Families, Inc., launches
Howl for Humanity idea

Families Inc. Counseling Services

greeted visitors to its Jonesboro office

and announced plans for a new 

community involvement program: Score a

Touchdown, Howl for Humanity.

Mark Thurman, CEO of Families Inc., 

explained that six area non-profit 

organizations will benefit from the venture,

which assigns each to a home football game

at Arkansas State University during the 

upcoming season.

Every time the Red Wolves score a 

touchdown, the non-profit will receive $250

from Families, Inc. There is no limit on how

many touchdowns will be recognized per

game, but if none are scored by the ASU

squad in the given contest, a minimum of

$500 will be provided the group attached to

that game.

A drawing was held to select participants,

and Family Care Center was designated as

the non-profit for the Red Wolves’ first game

on August 30.

The other five non-profit sponsors are the

Salvation Army, Mission Outreach, Hope

Circle, Flo and Phil Jones Hospice House,

and CASA. •

Non-profit organizations will
benefit from ASU touchdowns
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A good hot day provided plenty of 
opportunities for area residents to get
out and enjoy Downtown Paragould’s

South End Block Party.
Music provided by 107.1 Jack FM,

balloon animals, an open fire hydrant
and chances to win prizes brought

several people to the 
Downtown area.

Cupcake eating champion Travis Eubanks taunts Sarah Poole near the end of the competition sponsored by Something Sweet.
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Clester’s 2go cars
are for kids of all ages

When Jim Clester of Paragould saw

his young niece playing in the

street with his utility wagon, an

idea suddenly clicked.

“She was having all kinds of fun,” Clester

said, “and she had one foot outside the wagon

and was holding onto the tongue and went

barreling down the street. I thought it looked

like fun, but my second thought was, ‘That’s

kind of dangerous.’ So I told her I was going

to build her a race car.”

After lots of research and trial and error, what

Clester finally settled on is his 2go Gravity

Car, a two-person racing vehicle that suits

young and old alike. The car combines many

elements of Soap Box Derby cars, old one-

person scooters and skateboards. “I wanted

something kids could play with every day if

they wanted,” Clester said, “but I also built it

so a guy six feet tall, 200 pounds can use it.

“A race car isn’t as good to play with because

you just have the one driver and have to take

turns. I observed the kids after I made just a

race car, and they’d argue over whose turn it

was to drive or to push. So I made this one

where there’s one on the back and one in the

seat; one drives and one pushes. It’s not nec-

essarily a race car, it’s a recreational play car.”

Clester said others have told him he needs to

put a motor on his cars, but his idea is to

“stick with the green concept: No motor, no

oil, even the tires are airless. You can play

with it and put it up for two months and

when you get it back out, it’s ready to go.”

He markets his product through his ABC 

Racing company, and has videos and 

promotional materials out for all to see. 

He can be reached at 870-476-1097 and 

invites interested parties to visit 

http://jimclester.wix.com/abc-racing for

more information. •
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1. Ticket Winner

Blaine Wood recently won two tickets and lodging to the fourth game
of the World Series. His 11/u team, The Arkansas Rattlers, attended
the Youth Baseball Nationals in Elizabethtown, Kentucky,  and Wood
collected all team trading pins in order for his name to be entered in
a drawing. He is the son of Chad and Starla Wood. 

2. Birthday Celebration

Naomi “Red” Henkel celebrated her 91st birthday with family and
friends at the home of Mary Ann Kingston. The guests sang songs,
including Red’s favorite, Cotton Fields, and enjoyed a meal provided
by family members. Attending were Laura Breckenridge, Billie 

Rowland, Ann Marie Guinn, Emma Brasher, Ann Kingston, Wanda
Roy, Ida Lenderman, Lillie Breckenridge, Betty Breckenridge, Ruth
Thunhorst, Laura Baker, Karen Bryan, Laura Kingston and of course,
“Red.”

3, 4. Scholarship Winners

Two area students earned the Ted Rand Scholarship Award at
Arkansas State University, funded by the Arkansas Broadcasters
Association. Austin Adams, with parents Tina and Greg Adams is 
pictured at left; Taylor Morgan and his parents Chris and Christy
Morgan are at right. •
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The key to five decades of business success

isn’t a carefully guarded family secret.

Joe Schreit, co-owner of White Inc. -- which

includes White Printing Co. and White Office

Supplies -- says it’s actually a pretty simple

formula:

“People want to do business with somebody

that’s interested in them and their business,”

Joe said. “They’re glad to pay for an honest

hard day’s work.”

Joe’s father, Frank Schreit, Jr.,  partnered with

his brother-in-law John McKenzie and

Charles Northen to purchase the companies

in 1964. And 50 years later, the business is still

owned by the McKenzie and Schreit families

and still enjoys the success generated by those

simple guiding principles of hard work and

community involvement.

It was, in many ways, those very two princi-

ples that brought the Schreit family to

Paragould. In 1927, Joe’s grandfather, Frank

Schreit, Sr., opened and operated Ely &

Walker Shirt Factory, the first such industry

recruited to the community. Frank Schreit, Jr.,

was Paragould’s first Certified Public 

Accountant, opening his practice in 1950 after

completing his degree and military service.

When the partnership of Schreit, McKenzie

and Northen acquired the companies from

Cal White, Mr. Schreit maintained his CPA

practice, with McKenzie operating the office

supplies business and Northen running the

print shop. Both businesses were located on

Emerson Street, across the street from the

Collins Theatre. For McKenzie’s daughter,

Ann (McKenzie) Noland, it was a prime 

location.

“The store was open Saturdays, and I would

go to the Capitol Theater (as it was known at

the time) for a movie, then cross the street to

the store, where I’m sure I drove everyone

crazy,” said Noland, who maintains an own-

ership stake in White Inc. She and Joe recalled

making quick trips to the various stores

downtown such as Stinson’s, Ben Franklin,

and Sterling.

Eventually, and not entirely of his own 

volition, Joe was put to work, making after-

school deliveries for the office supply store.

He quickly discovered the ups and downs of

being part of a family-owned business.

“They had posters in the supplies store,” he

said, “and I bought a Raquel Welch poster and

Family members pose with Mary Ann Schreit in front of the historic Greene County Courthouse, a building preserved and renovated thanks to her tireless community spirit. To Mrs.
Schreit’s right are her son and daughter, Joe Schreit and Sara Morgan. To her left are her niece Ann McKenzie Noland and daughters Eva Blackshear and Anna Smith.

Celebrating 50 years: White Inc. is an important part of Paragould community
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put it up on my bedroom wall. Mom made me take it down.”

In addition to monitoring her son’s room decor, Mary Ann Schreit 

became involved in the family businesses and within the community.

She championed the publication of Paragould’s centennial cookbook,

a volume that White’s has reprinted at least five times due to popular

demand. Several years later, Mrs. Schreit led the charge to save and

restore the Greene County Courthouse, which now houses the

Paragould Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Frank Schreit, Jr., and John McKenzie were also engaged in community

building. Both men served as president of the board of directors at the

chamber of commerce and were founding members of the Paragould

Country Club.

Noland recalls her father as a man who valued and nurtured his 

connections to the community.

“Dad was the one who made calls on places like L.A. Darling, 

Emerson Electric, the banks and the hospital,” she said. Her mother,

Jane, would decorate the front windows for the holiday season and

would help with the books in the store as well.

For all its work building community spirit, perhaps the greatest 

challenge the White Inc. team faced was rebuilding. On Christmas Eve

1990, the historic three-story Graber Building burned to the ground.

Part of the roof of the Graber Building fell on top of the office 

supplies store, and firefighters worked to help secure the firewall 

separating that store from the next-door printing operation. The office

supply store was a total loss, but White Printing Co. still remains in its

longtime location on Emerson.

“Mom always told me that Dad really rallied the troops after the fire,”

Joe said. “He got out and found the new building, and the store was

able to re-open in just a week or two.”

“It was very definitely a crossroads for the business,” Noland said.

“They really wanted to reopen and remain downtown.” 

In the days following the fire, the Schreit men dug through the ashes

and remaining scraps of the office supply business. In a filing 

cabinet drawer, they found an inventory sheet. Though its edges were

singed black, the sheet provided enough information for an 

insurance claim. Soon, the office supply store was open for business on

the corner of Pruett and Main, where it operates today.

The fire provided evidence of something Joe remembers hearing from

his father several times: “It’s never as bad as you think it is, and it’s

never as good as you think it is.” For instance, even though the 

business lost all its billing records in the fire, the vast majority of its

customers came in and paid their outstanding balances.

“Johnnie Fleeman was our general manager then, and he told me

everything was nearly paid up,” Joe said. “All but a couple of our 300

customers came in and said, ‘Here’s what I owe you.’ That’s pretty

neat to know people would do that for you.”

Fleeman, who ran the company from 1986 until 1998, is representative

of many long-serving employees at White’s. Leon Eagan followed

Northen as printing department manager, and today, Chuck Bowie

oversees the printing operations. Joe also singled out Linda McClure,

who worked for the office supply company for around 55 years.

“We’ve had some wonderful employees here with great talents,” Joe

said. “Some of them have worked 20, 30, even 50 years here with us,

and they’re the key to our success.” •

-- Terry Austin

Current staff members at White’s Office Supplies building, above, are Joe Schreit, 
Jennifer Schreit, Regina Johnson, Jeff Jones and Neil Laffoon. At right are Chuck 

Bowie, Susan Gist and Taylor Gilmore, who work in the Print Shop.

“We’ve had some wonderful 
employees here with great talents.
Some of them have worked 20, 30,

even 50 years here with us, and
they’re the key to our success.”

-- Joe Schreit
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Smithville, Arkansas, will be the site of

the 17th Annual Turning Leaf and

Harvest Moon Trail Ride and BBQ in

October.     

Set for Saturday and Sunday, October 18-19,

the weekend will feature music, food and fun

to go along with the ride.

There will be a $25 participation fee for adults,

$10 for kids (16 and under). The trail winds

through western Lawrence County, featuring

old mine sites, old homesteads, and rolling

hills with numerous creek crossings and

wooded trails. Check-in runs from noon on

Friday, October 17, until 9 a.m. Saturday, time

for the initial Ride Out.

BBQ, soft drinks and country music will start

at noon, with lunch for non-riders costing $5.

The afternoon Ride Out starts at 1:30 while

live music and dancing featuring The Justin

Heskett Band are scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

Contact Ronald and Candy Ring at 870-926-

6545 or Bret Broadway at 870-450-1524 from

4-6 p.m. Monday-Thursday for a list of rules

and more information. •

Beautiful creek crossings and rolling hills highlight the Turning Leaf and Harvest Moon Trail Ride in Smithville.

Smithville to play host to 17th annual trail ride and BBQ
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David Head and his wife, Cheryl, head up the 9 Oaks Quality Beef operation in Brookland, providing beef to businesses and individuals.

Quality beef is a family tradition at 9 Oaks

When David Head says his family

is firmly entrenched in the cattle

business, that’s no bull.

He can trace ties to the industry back 100

years and he’s happy to carry on a tradition

handed down from father to son for genera-

tions, one that gives 9 Oaks Quality Beef in

Brookland a reason to be proud.

“My dad was a dairy farmer in Brookland in

the early ‘50s,” he recalled. “His father was

also, in Hannibal, Missouri, and came here

from Texas. My father sold Arkansas State

College a lot of Jersey cattle and actually rode

up on the cattle cars with the cattle from

Texas. That was a long time ago.“

Head said he was in the beef business here in

the 1970s and early ‘80s before moving away

for 16 years. “I was with USDA for 30 years

and came back in 2002,” he said. “We leased

out the farm while we were gone, but we

never really got out of the business.”

Now, he said 9 Oaks continues to serve 

Northeast Arkansas and is making a name for

itself in an even broader area.

“We feed Northeast Arkansas the finest beef

you can eat,” he said. “People say they have

had beef shipped in but it doesn’t compare to

ours. We try to make sure we have the highest

quality beef in Northeast Arkansas.

“It’s all born and raised right here. None of

our beef has ever seen a growth hormone or

antibiotic.”

9 Oaks’ cattle is fed on local pastures, eating

locally grown corn and grain blends. Head

said they raise cross bred Angus, Charolais,

and Texas Longhorn cattle.

“Our beef goes from the farm, to the process-

ing center, to your table. We sell to Paragould

at the Farmers Market and we’ve been in the

ASU Regional Farmers Market for six years

now. We sell to a small restaurant in Memphis,

Trolley Stop Cafe; a new restaurant in 

Tyronza, Tyboogie’s ... Chef’s Inn in Jonesboro

... Little Rock Hillcrest Artisan Meats. We sell

to the general public ... quarters, halves,

whole meats and have home delivery, lots of

cuts available. We have all cuts, all the way

down to hamburger.”

Head said when he and his wife, Cheryl, were

building their house in 2001 he counted the

oak trees in the front yard and arrived at nine,

thus, the company’s name of 9 Oaks.

He said those interested in purchasing meat

products should call 870-273-2733 before 

coming to the farm.

“That’s because the hours are ‘just whenever

I’m here,’ which is most of the time. But it

would be safer to call first to be sure.” •
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HHii llll  FFaarrmmss::  MMaakkiinngg  hhaayy  wwhhii llee  tthhee  ssuunn  sshh iinneess

During harvest season, Hill Hay Farms will run three balers simultaneously, each of
them crawling along at 1.5 miles per hour. 

It’s morning, and even though the sun

isn’t up yet, Steven Hill is. The only

sound in the thick morning air is the

crunch of his work boots in the gravel 

parking lot. Depending on the weather and

the day’s agenda, he and his crew, and very

likely several members of his family will soon

be hard at work cutting, tetting, raking, baling

or loading thousands of square bales of

bermuda hay.

With any luck, all of it will be pretty.

That’s right: pretty hay. Hill Hay Farms doesn’t

grow just any old weeds. The hay harvested

from Hill’s 800 acres will end up as fine dining

for some of the country’s most expensive race

horses. Think those horses would eat any old

hay or bed down in any old straw?

“They would if their owners would let them,”

Hill laughed. “They’re not near as picky as

their owners.”

But Hill’s not complaining. Those picky 

owners are his best customers. In a year’s

time, Hill will sell and ship 150,000 bales of

hay and 100,000 straw bales across the country

and even overseas.

“The people we sell to are the pickiest people

in the world,” Hill said. “They want the best

stuff, and you’ve got to have at least three days

of sunshine -- and you really need four -- to

get it baled and put up in the barn.”

As you can tell, weather looms large in this

operation. Once the hay is on the ground, it

has to dry sufficiently. Moisture of any kind -

- dew, rain, air humidity -- is a no-go for Hill’s

demanding customers, so he tries to avoid 

baling above 12.5% moisture, a level that’s

been hard to achieve this summer.

“We’ve had two times this year where we’ve

had that,” he said. “It’s been tough baling 

this year.”

Making “pretty hay,” as he calls it, is a 

delicate business. Once his customers receive

a shipment of hay, they give it a thorough 

inspection.

“You want to see that green color, but if you

put it up too green, then it molds and they 

reject that,” Hill said. “There’s a fine line -- the

people we 

sell to, they’re 

making their

living off these

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0

horses.”

Pretty hay also

has to pass the

sniff test, Hill

said. A poorly

harvested bale

may be dry on

the outside but

wet and moldy

at the center.

“We’ve got customers who will take a funnel

and stick it in the center of the bale to smell

it,” he said. 

Achieving “pretty hay” is a grueling process,

one Hill likens to running a marathon. When

the balers are running, they max out at a top

speed of 1.5 miles per hour. Moving that

slowly during baling really stretches out the

workday, which is part of the reason why most

weeks during growing season, Hill starts his

day around sunrise and works until 9 or 10 at

night. One-hundred-hour weeks aren’t un-

common during the busiest stretches of summer.

In the winter, he works the phones to main-

tain his market and works the ramps to make

sure it gets loaded. In hay farming, there’s no

market to quickly sell and offload his crop,

and hay farming doesn’t qualify for govern-

ment subsidies. Hill has to find his own 

customers, one at a time, and make sure 

the quality of his hay meets their exacting

standards.

And that brings us back to long, hard work-

days in the heat of the

summer. For Hill, who

grew up baling hay

alongside his father,

it’s a family affair. At

one point this summer,

Hill’s parents (Ronnie

and Gail Hill) and

wife (Amber Hill)

were driving bailers,

and his 12-year-old

son, Cruz, drove a 

cutter.

“It’s pretty family 

oriented out here,” he

said. “It’s not every day you can go work with

your family like that, so I’m pretty fortunate

to be able to do that.”

In a few weeks, things will calm down 

considerably. Hill and his crews will ship a lot

of straw in August and September that will be

sold as Halloween decorations, and then

they’ll settle into a calmer routine, loading

semi trucks with nearly 700 bales of hay or

straw.

With any luck, it’ll all be pretty. •

-- Terry Austin

Steven Hill loads a large bale of bermuda hay during a mid-
August harvest. Hill uses a special machine manufactured in
Canada to make the large bales, which are composed of 21
regular-sized square bales.
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The summer months marked a 

generous harvest for farmers in

Northeast Arkansas who gathered at

varying markets in Jonesboro and Paragould

to share their produce. For customers, early

weekend mornings gave way to fresh 

vegetables, fruit and baked goods, all home

grown or made. 

“If you know your farmer you know your

food,” said Bob Young, manager of the ASU

Regional Farmers' Market. “The produce

bought local is fresher, better quality and

helps the local economy. It helps to reduce our

carbon footprint by reduced shipping and

fuel use.”

In fact, all of the produce sold at the Jonesboro 

market is grown within 100 miles of the city. 

Young also said many have established small

businesses or expanded their business 

because of the market. Some of the popular

items this year included grass fed beef, 

peaches and watermelons, and the biggest

seller was tomatoes. 

This summer became the first year for 

Jonesboro to host the NEA Baptist Farmers'

Market on the new medical campus the sec-

ond Thursday of each month. The event

serves as a way to promote healthy living for

NEA Baptist employees and patients.

“We wanted to use it as a way to give back to

the community,” said Kim Provost, Director

of Events at NEA Baptist. “It’s beneficial in

different ways besides just coming to shop.”

According to Darrell King, CEO of NEA 

Baptist Clinic, the market also provides edu-

cational presentations on health issues such as

information on skin care with sunscreen 

samples for customers, and different types of

“If you know
your farmer you
know your food.”
-Bob Young, director of ASU 

Regional Farmer’s
Market

Farmers’ Markets lend local flavor to shopping experience
The most popular produce items for markets in NEA this summer were tomatoes, okra and 
watermelons.

Morgan and Maddie Phillips bag up fresh produce for a customer at the Paragould
Farmers’ Market.

Karen Brown sells her fresh, homemade jams that come in a variety of flavors including
strawberry, orange and muscadine.



health screenings.

Paragould also saw its first ever farmers' 

market this summer. John Phillips and

his daughters Maddie, 15, and Morgan,

11, sold produce at the Jonesboro market

for two years before the Paragould

Farmers' Market opened at the begin-

ning of the summer. John said he was

happy to see another market come to 

the area. The family's main sellers are

tomatoes and okra, but John said they

try to offer a variety of products.

“It's fresh, no chemicals,” Maddie

added. 

With a table full of watermelons, squash, 

cantaloupe and okra, John said more and

more customers have been stopping by

as the season continues. Yet the market

isn't just a source of income for the 

family. 

“It teaches you responsibility and how to

communicate with others,” Maddie said.

Karen Brown, owner of Kanned by

Karen, sells fresh jams at the market, 

including strawberry, muscadine and 

orange flavors. Brown has made jams for

30 years and said she was excited when

the Paragould market opened.

“It helps support the economy and keep

people here,” Brown said. “I appreciate

the opportunity of having the farmer's

market.” •

--Caitlin LaFarlette
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Karen Brown has made jams for 30 years and said she was very excited
when a market came to Paragould.
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Kids are going to fall, crash, slip and
tumble. It’s all part of being a kid,
and we wouldn't want it any other

way. But there are little things we can all do 
to ensure that kids avoid the more serious 
injuries that can lead to disabilities and 
even death. 

The folks at Safe Kids Worldwide have 
compiled lists of helpful information to deal
with just about any situation in any 
setting. Check out their website at
www.safekids.org/safetytips. 

Here are some of their suggestions:

HOME SAFETY

Home is a place to relax, play and enjoy
spending time with family. Of course, acci-
dents happen, and there will be minor
scrapes and bruises along the way, especially
as kids grow and discover new things. And
that’s OK. The problem is the more serious 
injuries that are often completely preventable.

BATTERIES

Each year in the United States, more than
2,800 kids are treated in emergency rooms
after swallowing button batteries. That's one
child every three hours. The number of 
serious injuries or deaths as a result of 
button batteries has increased ninefold in the
last decade.

Keep coin lithium battery-controlled devices
out of sight and reach of children. These 
include remote controls, singing greeting
cards, digital scales, watches, hearing aids,
thermometers, children’s toys, calculators,
key fobs, t-light candles, flashing holiday 
jewelry or decorations. 

Keep loose batteries locked away, or place a
piece of duct tape over the controller to 
prevent small children from accessing the 
battery.

In 2011, an estimated 262,300 children were
treated in an emergency room for a toy-
related injury. That’s 718 kids every day. More
than a third of those injured were children 4
and under.

TOYS

Consider your child’s age when purchasing a
toy or game. It’s worth a second to read the

instructions and warning labels to make sure
it’s just right for your child.

Keep a special eye on small game pieces that
may be a choking hazard for young children.
While these kinds of games are great for older
kids, they can pose a potential danger for
younger, curious siblings.

After play time is over, use a bin or container
to store toys for next time. Make sure there
are no holes or hinges that could catch little
fingers.

ON THE BUS

School buses are the safest mode of motorized
transportation for getting children to and
from school, but injuries can occur if kids are
not careful and aware when getting on and
off the bus.

Walk with your kids to the bus stop and wait
with them until it arrives. Tell kids to stand at
least three giant steps back from the curb as
the bus approaches and board the bus one at
a time. Teach kids to wait for the bus to come
to a complete stop before getting off and
never to walk behind the bus.

If your child needs to cross the street after 
exiting the bus, he or she should take five
giant steps in front of the bus, make eye con-
tact with the bus driver and cross when the
driver indicates it’s safe. Teach kids to look left,
right and left again before crossing the street.

IN THE CAR

Road injuries are the leading cause of pre-
ventable deaths and injuries to children in the
United States. Correctly used child safety
seats can reduce the risk of death by as much
as 71 percent.

Seventy-three percent of car seats are not
used or installed correctly, so before you hit
the road, check your car seat. 

We know that when adults wear seat belts,
kids wear seat belts. So be a good example
and buckle up for every ride. Be sure every-
one in the vehicle buckles up, too.

Never leave your child alone in a car, not
even for a minute. While it may be tempting
to dash out for a quick errand, the tempera-
ture inside your car can rise 20 degrees and
cause heatstroke in the time it takes for you
to run in and out of the store. •

Tips for child safety at home, school and play
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The Focus Adult 

Development Pro-

gram in Paragould

hosted a Family Fun Day, 

featuring games, free food, a

dunking tank and other activ-

ities ... but most importantly,

lots of smiling faces.

According to Amanda Hunt of

Focus, the day was designed to

show families “what we do here”

for those with disabilities.•
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Nelson Gotay earns top award at Jewelers Association convention

For the second time in six years, Jonesboro jeweler Nelson Gotay

has earned the Arkansas Jewelers Association Craftsmanship

Award.

Gotay, owner of Gotay’s Custom Jewelry Design, said the award is

voted on by designers themselves as they assess each other’s work at

their annual convention, held this year in Little Rock.

“The bracelet I submitted actually won two awards. It showed the

highest level of craftsmanship and also won second place for design,”

he said. “Arkansas sponsors competition through different levels of

experience; this won first in the highest level of competition.”

The winning entry is a gold bracelet featuring white and black 

diamonds in a sunflower motif. It is a piece Gotay made especially for

a customer and said, “It was sold, so I had to borrow it back. It was a

gift for someone. They had someone who loved sunflowers and asked

me to design something unique for them. It’s a very beautiful piece.”

He said designing beautiful jewelry “is one thing; carrying it out is

something else. The bracelet has to have spring to it. But to attach the

pieces on top you have to heat it, which takes away the spring. So 

figuring out how to get around that problem was the difficult part. I

wound up cold welding to keep the pieces in place. 

“The esthetic ... that’s eyecatching, with striking line and balance. The

mechanics ... is it wearable, durable? And this one was considered tops

in craftsmanship by others in the field.”

The winning entry took him “probably six to eight weeks, start to 

finish,” he said, pointing out that he was not working on it non-stop

but along with other tasks as well.

Gotay said he is “impressed that it belongs to someone in Jonesboro

but now will be recognized, seen all over the country, by the 

advertising through the jewelers.

“But the fact that I made it is not the thing,” he added. “The pride, for

me, is in the Craftsmanship Award. There’s no better feeling than 

winning when judged by your equals.”

Just as the bracelet was a double award winner, Gotay’s satisfaction

with it is two-pronged. “It’s a very gratifying piece,” he explained,

“more than anything else, because when I was through I could hand

it to the customer and say, ‘Here’s the finished piece’ and I got to see

their reaction. I could see how happy I made them. That’s equally as

important as getting the award.” •

Nelson Gotay was the recipient of the Craftsmanship Award for 2014, as voted on by his
peers in the Arkansas Jewelers Association, for the bracelet above.



Engagement Announcements

Kelsey Gramling and Derek Matheney

Felicia Hedge and Justin Brokaw

Jordan Rene Johnson and Jonathan Blake Singleton Photo by Lindsey Turner Photography

Photo by Amanda Writesman, Bel Momento Photography

Gramling-Matheney

Hedge-Brokaw

Johnson-Singleton

Poindexter-Ellis

Scott and Melissa Gramling and the late

Karen Gramling of  Paragould 

announce the approaching marriage

of their daughter, Kelsey, to Derek Matheney.

Derek is the son of Warren and Belinda 

Matheney of Rector.

The wedding will take place Saturday, 

October 25, 2014, at First United Methodist

Church in Paragould. •

Jordan Rene Johnson and Jonathan Blake

Singleton announce their engagement

and approaching marriage.

Jordan is the daughter of Wayne and Stacey

Johnson of Willow Springs, Missouri.

The prospective groom is the son of Larry

and Brenda Singleton of Paragould.

The couple will exchange vows on Saturday,

October 4, 2014, at Wagon Wheel Resort in

Gamaliel, Arkansas. •

Jessica Poindexter and Joel Ellis 

announce their plans to exchange

wedding vows in September.

Jessica is the daughter of Keith and

Cheryl Brown of Paragould, and Fred

and Shari Poindexter of Gladstone, 

Missouri.

Joel’s parents are Tom and MaryAnn

Ellis of Pineville, Missouri.

The wedding will take place Saturday,

September 13, 2014, at New Life Church

in Anderson, Missouri. •
Jessica Poindexter and Joel Ellis

Felicia Hedge and Justin Brokaw 

will exchange wedding vows in a 

September ceremony.

Felicia is the daughter of Noble Hedge and

the late Nikki Hedge of Paragould.

Justin’s parents are Mike and Susan

McMillen, and the late Tom Biggs of

Knoxville, Tennessee.

The wedding is set for Saturday, September

20, 2014, at Heartwood Hall in Rossville,

Tennessee. •

Send your engagement photos
and information to:

editor@premiere-magazine.com
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Birth Announcements
Sara Rachel Wood and Skylar Rowe Holly Wortham and Bart McDermott

Kaylee Nicole Burnette

Keagan Elizabeth Willis

Photo by Bonnie Wright

Wood-Rowe

Wortham-
McDermott

Burnette

Willis

Sara Rachel Wood and Skylar Rowe have 

announced their plans for a September 

wedding.

Sara is the daughter of Harlon and Susan Wood. She

is the granddaughter of the late Glenn and Wilma

Whitlock, Bill and Pat Grogan and the late Ted Wood.

Skylar is the son of Burt and Pam Walker and 

Brandon Rowe. He is the grandson of Tom and Kay

Montgomery,  Burtis and Priscilla Walker, and Ron-

nie and Vickie Rowe.

The couple will exchange vows Saturday, September

27, 2014, at the Silos in Bono, Arkansas, at 5 p.m.

All friends and family are invited to attend the 

ceremony. •

Adam and Stephanie Burnette

of Paragould announce the

birth of a daughter, Kaylee

Nicole Burnette.

The baby weighed 6 pounds, 15.5

ounces and was 18 3/4 inches long.

She was born at NEA Baptist Hospital

in Jonesboro.

Grandparents are Tony and Belinda

Matheney, Patty Matheney, and Keith

and Nena Burnette. •

Holly Wortham

a n d  B a r t  

M c D e r m o t t

will exchange wedding

vows in a November 

ceremony.

Holly is the daughter of

Rondal and Tammy

Wortham of Paragould.

Bart ’s  parents  are

Michael  and Darla  

McDermott of Weiner.

T h e  w e d d i n g  i s  

scheduled to take place

Saturday, November 8,

2014 at The Church at

Paragould. •

Jeremy and Shay Willis of Paragould

welcomed a  daughter,  Keagan 

Elizabeth, to the family on August 12.

The baby, born at St. Bernards in Jonesboro,

weighed 8 pounds, 1 ounce.

Grandparents are Craig and Susan Nanke of

Paragould, Billy and Helen McKay of 

Marshalltown, Iowa, and the late Keith

Willis of Cherokee, Iowa.•

To have your child’s birth announcement 
included in Premiere Magazine, send 

information to:

editor@premiere-magazine.com

no later than the 15th of the month. 
For more information, call 870-236-7627.
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Sandra Kelley was selected by the

Paragould Board of Realtors as the

winner of the 2014 Realtor of the Year

award.  

According to presenter Lori Dowdy, “The

award is based on current year involvement

in local board and community activities,

someone who is respected by their peers,

who promotes and protects the interest of

their clients, who treats all parties honestly

and shows courtesy, trust and respect to 

fellow Realtors, and someone who will 

represent our board professionally, honestly

and ethically. I believe that this year’s 

winner exhibits all of these characteristics

and more.”

Kelley has specialized in Residential Real 

Estate in the Greene County area since 2000.

She was previously a loan closing agent and

has a solid background in different loans and

mortgages available to buyers. She attended

The College of Charleston (SC), majoring in

business and marketing.

In 2012 Kelley reached her goal of opening

her own real estate agency, Paragould Home

Source.

She has lived in the Paragould area since

1997. She is married to Jason Kelley and has

two children, Rachelle and Aiden. •

Sandra Kelley was named Paragould Realtor of the Year.

Realtors name Kelley
2014 Realtor of the Year



Free Manley, the 17-month-old son of Ryan and Jerri Manley, took his turn on the playground 
equipment at Brookland Elementary School before students arrived for their first day of classes.



We’ve spent the better part of the last 
century perfecting local, personal service.

  It proved to be a good move.
As one of Arkansas’s oldest continuing family 
businesses, we’ve grown right along with 
Paragould. We couldn’t be more proud to be 

step in serving and 
growing with the city
for the next century.

We hope you’ll stop by and see our new 
store. And if you’re not feeling up to it, try our 
new drive-thru lanes or we’ll just deliver your 
prescriptions right to your door—for free. 

Because even after a 
century, some things 
should never change. 

NOW LOCATED AT: 1512 Linwood Drive (next to TaMolly’s)   870-236-8501    Paragould, AR 72450





Readers of Premiere Magazine have

again selected their favorites in a

number of categories.

We congratulate all winners in the Paragould-

Jonesboro area.

Reader favorites for 2014 are:

Chiropractor:

Inman Chiropractic 

Counselor:

Samantha Spillman (Families Inc.) 

Dentist:

Ainley Family Dental Care; Parkey & Davis

Dental Care 

Home Health:

AMMC Home Health; Absolute Home

Health 

Massage Therapist:

Shawnda James (Willow Salon); Eden 

Medical Spa & Boutique 

Medical Clinic:

Family Practice Clinic; St Bernards FastCare 

Medical Supply:

Affordable Medical Supply 

Nurse:

Debbie Miles, APN  (Hines Family Medicine)  

Optometrist:

Dr. Gill (Gill Eye Care) 

Orthodontist:

Fergus Orthodontics; Braces by Burris 

Pharmacy:

Hyde Pharmacy; Soo's Drug Store 

Therapist:

Kerri Garrison (Life Strategies) 

Physician General:

Dr.  Stacey Noel (Family Practice Clinic) 

Cardiologist:

Dr. Ammar Al-Halak (AMMC); Dr. Freij

Gobal  (NEA Baptist Hospital) 

Gynecologist:

Dr. Lorna Layton (NEA Baptist Hospital)  

Ophthalmologist:

Dr. Alyssa Wenger (Vision Care); Dr. Matthew

Margolis (Southern Eye Associates) 

Orthopedic:

Dr. Ron Schechter (NEA Baptist Hospital) 

Pediatrician:

Dr. Kristina Wenger (Paragould Pediatrics) 

Heat/Air:

Bills Heating & Air

The winners are ... Premiere readers choose their favorites

“I am honored and would
like to thank everyone
who voted for me.”

Debbie Kiestler
Teacher, GCT
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Dr. Stacey Noel
Family Practice Clinic

Concrete:

Concrete Creations; Razorback Concrete 

Electrician:

David Howe (Howe Electrical); RGB 

Mechanical  

Excavating:

Michelle’s Excavating & Paving 

General Contractor:

Jetton General Contracting 

Landscaping:

Adams Nursery & Landscaping; All Scapes

Irrigation and Landscape 

Locksmith:

Marler Lock & Key 

Plumber:

Roto Rooter; RGB Mechanical  

Roofing:

Chase Robertson Roofing; Jonesboro Roofing 

Siding:

Cross Custom Siding 

Title Co.:

Ajax Title Services; Community Title & 

Escrow 

Beauty Shop:

Willow Salon; B.Marie's Salon 

Cosmetics:

Merle Norman Studio; Eden Medical Spa &

Boutique 

Fitness Center:

Crossfit Cathal 

Nails:

Studio C Salon 

Tanning:

Suntanz Tanning; Vegas Tans 

Appliances:

Brand Direct Home Center; Tuckers Appli-

ances 

Carpet Cleaning:

Razorback Carpet Cleaning 

Flooring:

Ajax Floor Center;   Law's Flooring & Rugs

Furniture:

Home Place Furniture; Gamble's /Outlet &

Co.  

Lawn/Garden Equipment:

Sears of Paragould; Bad Boys Mowers 

Mattress:

Sleep Cheap Mattresses 

Pest Control:

Hyde’s Termite & Pest Control 

Mini-Storage:

Laubach Mini Storage 

Caterer:

Iron Horse BBQ; Loretta’s Catering 

Dress Shop:

White Columns Bridal; Jessica's Bridal 

Florist:

Ballard’s Flowers; Heather's Way Flowers &

Plants 

Funeral Director:

Phillips Funeral Home; Gregg Funeral Home 

Photographer:

Joy Robinson Photography; Amy Long 

Photography 

Printing:

White Printing; Master Print Group 

“i really love being a
therapist. this profession
c h o s e  m e  a n d  I  a m  
certainly happy about it.”

Kerri Garrison
Life strategies

“I’m so honored and want to
thank everyone who voted
for me.”

Shannon Curtis
paragould school district
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Sign Co.:

Cupples Sign Co.;  

Art Advertising, Inc 

Gifts, Home:

LIV Home & Holiday; Swank 

Gifts, Baby:

Perfect Touch;  

Noah-The Children's Boutique 

Gifts, Wedding:

Perfect Touch; The Lower Deck 

Gifts, Holiday:

LIV Home & Holiday; The Lower

Deck 

Asian/Chinese:

Asia Cuisine; Sumo Japanese

Steakhouse & Sushi Bar

Bakery:

Something Sweet;  P'Ayers Cup-

cakery & Confections 

BBQ:

BBQ Shack;  Smoke House BBQ 

Breakfast:

Couch’s BBQ;  Gina's Place 

Buffet:

Simpkins Family Buffet; Ron's

Catfish 

Burger:

Gypsy Wagon;  Godsey's Grill 

Catfish:

BBQ Barn; Ron's  Buffet 

Chicken:

Zaxby’s  

Ice Cream/Frozen Treats:

Swirlz Frozen Treats; 

Andy's Frozen Custard  

Italian:

Mamma Mia’s; Lazzarri's 

Local Flavor:

Red Goose Deli; Gina's Place 

Mexican:

Casa Brava; Qdoba 

Pizza:

Marco's Pizza; Upper Crust Pizza 

Sandwiches:

Subway;  Munchy's  

Steak:

Skinny J’s;  Omar's Steakhouse 

Consignment Store/Resale
Shop:

Room 2 Grow; The Urban Owl 

Jewelry:

Ima's Fashions; 

Robertson's Jewelers 

Farm Supplies:

Farm Parts

“Thanks to our awesome customers!
we’ll keep doin’ it low and slow!”
-Dave & DJ Aronson, ironhorse barbeque

For advertising, distribution or editorial contribution ,
contact Dina Mason at 

870-236-627 or email to dina@kdrs.com.
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“Many thanks to all who
voted for me. God bless.”

Theresa K. Anderson,
5th degree black belt

“Laura and I want to thank you
for voting Marco’s Pizza the Pre-
miere Pizza in Paragould! We look
forward to serving up great pizza

to a great town.”
-David Miller, Marco’s Pizza

“big or small, rudi’s tows them all! thanks
for making us a premiere favorite again
this year!”
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we are proud to be premiere award
winners for our spectacular steaks

and rockin’ live entertainment venue

PPrr eemmii ee rr ee   AAwwaarrdd   WWiinnnn ee rr ss
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Flea Market:

Big Top Flea Market; The Rusty Nail  

Grocery Store:

Hays Supermarkets 

Hardware:

Gazaway Ace Hardware  

Liquor Store:

Hilltop Spirits; Mr. T’s Riverside

Pawn Shop:

SDM Pawn; Express Pawn 

Shoe/Boot Store:

Shoe Sensation;  Carter's Corner 

Clothing:

22 Lou Boutique;  Ima’s Fashions 

Sporting Goods:

All-Star Sporting Goods; Play it Again

Sports 

Gun Shop:

Dave’s Gun;  Hawks Outfitters 

Pet Grooming:

Kim Baxley, Paragould  Animal Clinic; Petco 

Veterinarian:

Dr. Brent Reddick,  Linwood Animal 

Hospital; Hilltop Veterinary Hospital 

Pet Supplies:

Pet Smart;  Hollywood Feed 

Auto Body Shop:

Stadium Auto Body;  Collision Repair 

Auto Parts:

Mosley Auto Parts -- NAPA 

Auto Dealer, New:

Glen Sain Dealerships;  Central Dealerships 

Auto Dealer, Used:

Larry’s Auto Sales 

Carwash:

Paragould Splash; Wolf Car Wash 

Convenience Store:

Kum & Go; Flash Market 

Glass Service:

Beliew’s Paint & Glass;  Liberty Glass 

Oil Change:

Broken Spoke Tire & Auto Center 

Tires:

Herren Tire; Gateway Tire 

Wrecker Service:

Rudi's Towing & Repair 

Auto Repair: Chris Oakes ( Chris Oakes

Auto Repair, Paragould); Doug Oakes

(Oakes Auto Repair, Jonesboro) 



Computer Service:

Millennium 3 

Employment Agency:

Hometown Employment; Express Personnel 

Screen Printing:

Caps Plus, Inc; The Design Shoppe

Realtor:

Linda Dickinson (Dickenson Realty); 
Nate Lipskey (Remax) 

Retirement Center:

Sunshine Manor; Chateau of the Ridge 

Custom Cakes:

Something Sweet; P'Ayers Cupcakery &
Confections 

Party Rental: Just Pretend, Play & Party;
Jonesboro Bowling Center 

Child Care: A Touch of Mom;  Look What I
Can Do Learning & Play Center  

Dance/Gym Instructor: Champions 
Gymnastics; Christie McNeil Dance Studio 

Martial Arts Instructor: Theresa Williams
(Paragould ATA); Joey Perry's Martial Arts
Academy
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“Thank you for voting Mr. T’s the
#1 liquor store! we strive to meet
the needs of our customers. We
appreciate the voters and our
customers that continue to 
support us!”

Brian & NIcole Poynor, 
Mr. T’s Riverside

Ima’s Fashions
in Paragould & Jonesboro
is Thankful for your
votes

PPrr eemmii ee rr ee   AAwwaarrdd   WWiinnnn ee rr ss
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thanks to our loyal
customers for making

us #1

Park/Playground: Crowley's Ridge State

Park  

School Administrator: Amy Lucius (GCT);

Keith Richey (Marmaduke)  

Teacher: Debbie Kiestler (GCT); Shannon

Curtis (PSD) 

Coach: Jay Cook (PSD); Bobby Gross

(Brookland) 

Accountant: Charles Long, CPA;  Jones &

Co. CPA
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Thank you for your Votes.
Ty Sims, Shelter Insurance. 

“i am honored to have been selected
for this award, and truly believe it is
reflective of the entire lady ram bas-
ketball program, players and coaches,
for selfless hard work and commit-
ment in building a first class pro-
gram,” 

Coach Jay Cook

PPrr eemmii ee rr ee   AAwwaarrdd   WWiinnnn ee rr ss
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Mary Broadaway
Thank youfor voting for
me!

Thank you for voting
community title!

Bank: Southern Bank; First Security Bank 

Charity: Greene County Community Fund;

United Way of NE Arkansas 

Financial Planner: Keith Legrid 

Insurance Agency: State Farm, Virginia

Walls; Jackson Agency, Nationwide 

Insurance Agent: Ty Sims,  Shelter 

Tax Service: Liberty Tax Service; The Ledger

Co. 

Live Entertainment Venue: Skinny J's; Arts

@ 311  

Local Festival: Chili Rodeo (Mission 

Outreach); Paint the Town Red
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“we’re #1 because our customers are #1!”
Kristi Henry & Greg marler, Ballards flowers

We appreciate all who
voted for us!

“We are honored to have the chili rodeo selected as
best local festival by premiere readers and we look

forward to seeing you there in february of 2015!”

thank you paragould and thanks to
our wonderful vision care team!

Thank you for voting
Ajax as your Favortie

flooring provider!

“Thanks for 5 successful
years at big top!”
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Nationwide-Jackson Agency
Paragould & Jonesboro

thank you for voting for us!

“Thank You for your continued business!”
Michelle & NOrma, Laubach Storage

Michelle’s Excavating
Carrying on a family 
tradition! Thank you for
your votes

Thank you!
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Congratulations to our team and thank you to the readers of
premiere Magazine for voting us the best! our premiere award
winners include Dr. lorna layton, obgyn, Dr. Ron schecter, or-
thopedic surgery, and dr, freij gobal, cardiologist.  for more in-
formation about these doctors, call 936-NEAB or visit
www.neabaptistclinic.com

WE WANT TO THANK EVERYONE WHO VOTED US
THE BEST BAKERY AND BEST CUSTOM CAKES. WE
LOVE WHAT WE DO AND ARE SO HAPPY THAT YOU

LOVE US TOO.  IT’S A SWEET THING!
thanks for our award!

thanks for voting us #1 again!
Herren tire service
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“Thank you!”
Amy Lucius, 

GCT Superintendant

“I feel very honored to be
voted favorite therapist
from among so many good
therapists in Paragould.”

Samantha Spillman

Thank you!
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thank you for our award
thank you
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“I t  i s  a n  h o n o r  t o  b e
recgonized as premiere’s most
trusted opthalmologist!”

Dr. Matthew Margolis,
Southern Eye Associates
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“Thank you for
voting us your

favorite
electricians &

plumbers!”Thank you for our award!

PPrr eemmii ee rr ee   AAwwaarrdd   WWiinnnn ee rr ss
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PPrr eemmii ee rr ee
AAwwaarrdd   

WWiinnnn ee rr ss
Movie Theater: Paragould Cinema 8  

Night Club/Bar: LA's Bar & Grill; Brick

House Bar & Grill 

Radio Station: 107.1  Jack FM  

TV: KAIT

TV Personality: Ryan Vaughan 

Attorney: Mary Broadaway; 

Michael Crawley•
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I am very proud of my
staff and thankful for
the continued support
of our patients.

Dr. Alan Ainley

PPrr eemmii ee rr ee
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we are thrilled and blessed to be
recognized by the community for

the contribution Just Pretend
makes for both paragould and

NEA family entertainment. we look
forward to many more years of

enriching family interaction and
play, one imaginative moment,

special party, and artistic
expression at a time.

thanks for making our
box office big again this

year!
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thank
you!

thank you!
Suntanz tanning

center

PPrr eemmii ee rr ee
AAwwaarrdd   
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THANK YOU!
THANK YOU FOR MAKING US 3 TIME WINNERS!
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Follow Premiere Magazine on 
Facebook and Twitter.



September 2014  Premiere |  79





September 2014  Premiere |  81

STAY TUNED

What’s in Store For Next Month

Premiere writers will focus on area efforts

that coincide with Red Ribbon Week, the 

oldest and largest drug prevention campaign

in the United States. Red Ribbon Week

serves as a vehicle for communities and 

individuals to take a stand through a 

commitment to drug prevention and 

education. •

We will recap both the Greene County and

NEA District fairs, with plenty of photos

from each. Be sure to check out the October

issue of Premiere to see if you or anyone you

know is featured! •

Feature

Feature



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
AMMC HOSTS 17th ANNUAL
MEN’S HEALTH FAIR, held in the

Arkansas Methodist Medical Center Profes-

sional Office Building Auditorium from 7:00

am to 3:00 pm.  This years health fair will in-

clude: blood glucose and cholesterol screen-

ings, blood pressure checks, weight and

nutrition information and screenings, and

PSA testing (blood screening for prostate 

cancer) .   For more information,  visi t

www.myammc.org

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
AMMC HOSTS BREAST-
FEEDING CLASS, held in the 

Professional Office Building at Arkansas

Methodist Medical Center from 7:00 pm 

to 9:00 pm. Call the AMMC Education 

Department at (870) 239-7016 for pricing and

to register. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
CROWLEY’s RIDGE STATE
PARK GREAT ARKANSAS
CLEAN UP, beginning with check in at

8:30 am at Pavilion 3.  This clean up is in as-

sociation with the Great American Cleanup

and Keep Arkansas Beautiful.  Trash bags,

gloves and lunch will be provided.  For more

information or to register, call (870) 573-6351

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
AMMC HOSTS INFANT
SAFETY CLASS, held in the  

Professional Office Building at Arkansas

Methodist Medical Center from 7:00 pm 

to 9:00 pm. Call the AMMC Education 

Department at (870) 239-7016 for pricing and

to register.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
AMMC HOSTS CHILDBIRTH
PREPARATION CLASS, held in

the Second Floor Conference Room in the 

Professional Office Building at Arkansas

Methodist Medical Center, from 10:00 am to

3:00 pm with one hour for lunch.  Call the

AMMC Education Department at (870) 239-

7016 for pricing and to register. Other class

dates: September 27th

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
20th ANNUAL FOUNDA-
TION GOLF TOURNAMENT,
held at the Paragould Country Club begin-

ning at 7:30 am.  The Foundation at AMMC

uses all tournament proceeds to fund contin-

ued growth at the medical center.  For more

information, please call Terry Austin at (870)

239-7077.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
COTTON PICKIN’ FESTIVAL,
in Arbyrd, Missouri. The event will feature a

Motorcycle Poker Run, a parade and a concert

in the park with Chad Garrett, Twister Alley

82 | Premiere September 2014

September C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S



September 2014  Premiere |  83

and headliner Lee Greenwood. Concert 

tickets are $30 for meet and greet and $20 for

general admission.  For more information,

call (573) 654-3834 or (870) 240-5465.

SOAP MAKING WORKSHOP,
at Crowley’s Ridge State Park from 9:00 am

to 1:00 pm.  All participants will receive a

booklet on soapmaking, copies of the recipes

used in the workshop, and at least one bar of

soap to take home.  The cost is $20 per 

person, all materials are provided.  For more

information of to register, call (870) 573-6351

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
MOMMY AND ME BREAST-
FEEDING SUPPORT GROUP
MEETING, brought to you by

Arkansas Methodist Medical Center and the

Greene County Health Unit.  This is an op-

portunity to for new and expectant mothers

to share experiences.  Held in the Second

Floor conference room in the Professional

Office Building at AMMC.  6:00 pm - 7:30

pm.  For more information, call the Greene

County Health Unit at (870) 236-7782.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
AMMC HOSTS HEALTHY
PREGNANCY CLASS, held in

the Professional Office Building at Arkansas

Methodist Medical Center from 7:00 pm 

to 9:00 pm. Call the AMMC Education 

Department at (870) 239-7016 for pricing and

to register. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
“HOLD THAT (WAIST) LINE”
COMMUNITY DIABETES
PROGRAM, held in the Arkansas

Methodist Medical Center Professional 

Office Building Auditorium from 6:00 pm 

to 7:30 pm.  AMMC Certified Diabetes 

Educator Pat Malone, RN, will share recipe

ideas for healthy tailgating and the A1C stars

will share their stories. Please RSVP 

by Wednesday, September 24 by calling 

(870) 239-7016.




