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Fun decor and gifts for
€very Occasion...
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Tiffany Kirklin & Dustin Henson . -; 1
Nov 7 F
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Jessica Hestand & Phillip Ward 4 :
Nov 14 y ;%
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Carrie borah & Cory biggs . re
Nov 28

Sarah Potter & Michae! Wheeler k&
Dec 19 ]

4
' Cat Singleton & Louis Hamilton
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Bobbie Jo Hyde & Blake Williams
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Lindsey AHares
Susan Schorer
Kelsey Matheney
Chandra McGowan

314 West Garland Street
Paragoula
(870) 236-6322




Santa, I have all

:-*,:‘;fljﬁ I could ever want,
‘i ;-'r. but Billy & his
V=7 i il family need help.

Fulfill a child’s

. Christmas wish,
- donate to United Way
& TODAY for a better

| MORROW!

| PLEASE

HERE I fﬁi‘. "'

Bihl‘! III 12401 870-335-3658

DENTISTRY l
. & BRACES

e

Everyone Deserves an Amazing Smile!

Bruces for as--low as

$99/month!

Mo Credit Checks - No Hidden Fees

Proudly owned by Ben Burris, DDS, MDS and Justin Bethel, DDS
Naw patients only. Expires 1273115 . Restricticns apply. Valid for iull or limited irectment, See location for complate details,
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s )Linwood
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Goood CAuimal Gospical...
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Dr. Chelsea Dowler, DVM Dr. Brent Redick, DVM

——— www.linwoodanimalhospital.com
Submit your questions by going to our

wehsite’s Vet ge, FaceBook, or email

us at staff@linwoodanimalhospital.com

5004 1.in1.~.-r:m.l! Drive 870.236.7778
(Next to Walgreens) Call for an Appg-bnm
Monday - Fnid ﬁ,r

Oam-5>pm

Drop-off service available.
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The holiday classic “The

Nutcracker” is returning

to Paragould this month.
Find out all about it

on page 26.

On The Cover: Sierah Armstrong, the Sugar Plum Fairy
Cover Photo by Tim Rand Photography
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From The ‘Managing Editor ...

Richard Brummett, Managing Editor

e’ve all been there: Your child comes

home from school or some sort of

team practice session and says he
or she has to sell something as their part of a
fundraiser, and you know you're going to be the
one to help drum up financial support.

Where do you turn?

Family members, friends, neighbors, local
business owners ... anyone who might pitch in
a few dollars to help your child’s school, team
or organization get over the financial hump will
be targeted.

However, here's what we often forget: Those
local business owners who buy cookie dough
and pizzas and wrapping paper and whatnots
usually don’t need that stuff any more than
you or I do. Thumb through most high school
yearbooks or look on school calendars and
what do you see? Advertisements purchased by
business people from Northeast Arkansas.
They do it because they support our children,
schools and community and hope that when the
time comes, we will all return the favor in kind.
Now, as the Christmas shopping season hits
full stride, that time has arrived and it's an
opportunity for area moms, dads and kids to
repay the generosity of business owners.

There is a simple way: Shop at home first.
Obviously, there will be some unique items one
can’t find on the streets of Paragould or Jonesboro.
But for the most part, whatever it is you're
looking for can be found right here and our
merchants deserve first shot at filling out your
Christmas list needs.

They support you, you should support them.

Dr. Emily Carter

Dr. Angela Free

Preventative Care & Counseling
Routine & Corrective Surgery
In house Radiology & Laboratory Services
Convenient Drop off Service * Ultrasound Imaging
Pet Dental Care « Laser Therapy * Pet Boarding
Pet Grooming * Accept Care Credit

Saturday 8:00aj

Just because you don't see it, or haven't seen it,
doesn't mean local merchants don't have it or
have access to it.
Ask them. Give them the courtesy of offering
them a chance to help you out and keep your
dollars in our community.

-
Another way to be supportive of community
efforts is to take part in the annual Christmas
parade.
We provide the details on some in the Northeast
Arkansas area on page 30 of this month's issue,
and if you can find the time to stop by and view
one or more of them we know organizers will
appreciate your attendance.
It takes lots of time, money and effort to pull off
a successful parade, and we thank all who have
provided the events for us here in NEA.

.
The staff of MOR Media -- especially those here
at Premiere Magazine -- would like to thank
everyone for helping us make this past year
a successful one, and hope to continue our
business and professional relationships in the
coming year.
Most importantly, we hope each reader has
a very merry and safe Christmas holiday

celebration with family and loved ones. ¢

2711 E. Kingshighway
Paragould, AR 72450 ¢
(870) 236-3490

Mundaﬁ;Fri{iay ?:3!]&1n1-:5:ﬂlipm

~12:00pm 5,

L

Email: info@parago uldanimalclinic.com

Website: wﬁ.para\_gnu.'dammafcf.l‘m'c.r:-::rm
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Happy New Tear

or visit us at
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Community Center
hosts annual
Harvest Crait

Festival

hoppers looking for bargains
Son holiday items and some just

looking showed up at the Paragould
Community Center in November for the
annual Harvest Craft Festival.
Vendors’ booths spilled out of the
gymnasium into neighboring rooms and
featured items ranging from Thanksgiving
and Christmas decorations to home baked
goods and school mascot promotions.
Many of the featured items were hand
crafted and the large crowd found plenty

to consider. ¢
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A large crowd of shoppers filed through the aisles set up at the Paragould Community Center.
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Shoppers were free to walk
the aisles and look at a
variety of gift items at the
annual Harvest Craft
Festival. This year there
was even a special area
set up to entertain the
kids while the adults made
their way around the
many booths set up in the
gymnasium and in rooms
around the center.
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RELLY-GWYNNE FERGUS, DS, MDS

2812 Harrisburg Road
Jonesboro 870.336.3366
www.FergusOrtho.com
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Jonesboro’s Jaycees are involved in
numerous community projects, including
providing food and toys for families during
the Christmas season.

Meet Amber Maurizi, President qf Jonesboro Jaycees

he Jonesboro Jaycees is a non-profit

leadership and management training

organization for people between the
ages of 21 and 40. Through community service
projects and leadership training, members of the
Jaycees develop the tools and skills needed to
be the local, regional, national and international
leaders of tomorrow.
Meet Amber Maurizi, President of the Jonesboro
Jaycees.
Cheryl Nichols:
How long
have you been
involved with the
Jonesboro Jaycees
and why did you
choose to volun-
teer for this orga-
nization?
Amber Maurizi:
the

four

I joined
Jaycees

years ago. I re-

Amber Maurizi
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Our
Community

By Cheryl Nichols

member seeing the Jaycees at the old
concession stand at the fair and it always looked
like they were having so much fun! Once I
learned more about what they actually did for
our community I knew I had to join this amaz-
ing group. I have served as Secretary, Manage-
ment Development Vice President, Community
Vice President, and now President. I chose to
volunteer for this organization because I wanted
to give of my time to a greater good. It's the best
decision I've ever made!

CN: I know the Jonesboro Jaycees does a lot of
great things for our community, but since it’s
Christmas-time, tell me about two projects in
particular: Goodfellows and Christmas for Kids.

AM: Goodfellows is a joint project we host with

the Jonesboro Sun. The project started in 1950
and the Jaycees began helping two years later.
The Jonesboro Sun does the fundraising and
we do the leg work. This program provides a
family with one week of food for Christmas.
About 24 years ago, we started Christmas for
Kids. The Jonesboro Jaycees saw a need to
provide toys at Christmas to the less fortunate
children in Northeast Arkansas. About a week
before Christmas, toys and food are distributed
to registered families. (Families must sign up for
the program during the month of November).
CN: Amber, here is my Barbara Walters inspired
question: What is your superhero name and what
is your superpower?

AM: If I could be a superhero I would probably
be Cupcake Crusader (given my love of
cupcakes) and my superpower would be to turn
back time!

CN: Amber, tell our readers how they can get
more information about the Jonesboro Jaycees.
AM: All information can be found on our website

www.jonesborojaycees.org ¢
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More than $7,500 was raised for missions in just one day through
the annual Joy of Giving Market at First United Methodist Church in
Paragould on November 14. The market hosts booths where people
sell crafts, plants, food, jewelry and other wares and give to a specific
local, national, or international mission. Organizations that benefit-
ted include Sole Hope, Agape House, the Greene County Rescue
Squad, Disaster Relief, Mission Thailand, and local schools’ backback
programs, among others.

GT students in the 5th at 6th grades at Oak Grove Middle School re- J ud
cently attended the Mindbender Mansion exhibit at the Arkansas State
University Museum to promote critical thinking skills, creative think- ts™
ing skills and problem solving skills. Students were invited to enter rrgnce coun
the perplexing world of a quirky place full of puzzles, brainteasers, Expe

and interactive challenges that test brain power and problem solving

skills of even the most experienced puzzlers. The exhibit definitely

offered a challenge to the gifted learners. D. | - | J d

FIRM e FAIR e HONEST

Send your local news items for consideration to:

editor@premiere-magazine.com

_f www.danstidham.com

This is a paid political advertisment.

no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication,
or call 870-236-7627 for information.
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" Congratulations!
2015 National Board Certified Teachers

Paragould School District

Happy Holidays From Our
Family to Yours.

Arkansas Methodist
~ Medical Center

Its all about - you:

900 W. Kingshighway - myammc.org n




First National Bank 24 MOR

The Working Bank for Working People. MEQL&

Present

TasteodHomeé

Learn

new Fall recipes, meal ideas,
& creative cooking tips

YOI e~ W TICKETS
et | gl GOING FAST!

- . @ASU Convo Box Office
Receive or log on to

a gift bag with valuable coupons ' premferE'maga‘ZfﬂE-cﬂm

& Taste of Home magazines
Tuesday, December 8, 2015 =
Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
Show at 7:00 p.m.
ASU Convocation Center

N
-
H
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"
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VIP TICKETS $25 - Early entrance at 5 p.m. Reserved UP FRONT seats,
VIP reception to meet our culinary artist and Extra Goodies!

General Admission $15.00 - Doors open at 6 p.m.

85 0T =T 1= o 5 O S
THE n s !"1
: W%@ [~ 44, THE FOUNDATION
CUET;%%'FE{!ER&% BASTHS Arkﬂ nsas Meth ﬂdist | GROCER | Arkansos Mathodist Medieal Center

Medical Center

FAMILIES, INC. E It all about you: m Ganble
E{H,IHSE“HE SEI'UIWS JONESBORO PARAGOULD




SCENE YA

The annual Greene County Tech-Paragould High School
football game was the place to be, and Premiere found lots
of fans there. Clockwise from left above: Brian Osborn inter-
views Paragould High School Athletic Director Dale Schenk;
Craig, Renee, Kobi and Nick Rosten, Cameron Gray; Jaran
Monreal paints Katelyn Phillips’ face before the game; April,
Ashton and Chris Oakes; Marco’s Pizza manager David
Miller and Chef Marco hand out free cheesy bread coupons
before the game; and Tony and Teresa Hill prepare to enjoy
the contest.

Photos by
Caitlin LaFarlette
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Arkansas Methodist
Medical Center
f. " I| I|' |

[ts all about you.

A letter to
Greene
County

-’

www.myammec.org

Childbirth Preparation Class

Tuesday, December 1, 8, 15, 22

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Professional Office Bldg. Auditorium
This two-week class is for anyone who
is expecting. Register early to ensure
availability for when you are 5-8 weeks
from your due date. Please wear comfort-
able clothing and bring two pillows and
a blanket to class with you. This class is
free for those delivering at AMMC with
a small charge for others. There is a $10
fee for materials. For classroom location,
more information or to register, call 239-
7016 or email

baby @arkansasmethodist.org.

Auxiliary Christmas Tree Lighting and
The Foundation’s Christmas Auction
Thursday, December 3 at 6:00 p.m.
Arkansas Methodist Medical Center
Herget Atrium

Please join us as we kick-off the holi-
day season with an evening full of fun.
Beautifully decorated Christmas trees,
swags, wreaths, poinsettias and center-
pieces donated by local individuals and
organizations will be auctioned off with
the proceeds benefiting The Foundation at
AMMC.

For more information, please call The
Foundation at (870) 239-7077.

Breastfeeding Class

Saturday, December 5

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Professional Office Building

This class discusses the importance of
breastfeeding and offers tips for success.
This class is free for those delivering at
AMMC with a small charge for others.
There is a $10 fee for materials. For class-
room location, more information or to
register, please call 239-7016 or email
baby@arkansasmethodist.org.

Infant Safely Class

Saturday, December 5

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Professional Office Building

This class of offered to expectant families
and anyone caring for an infant. This class
is free for those delivering at AMMC with

a small charge for others. There is a $§10

fee for materials. For classroom location,
more information or to register, call 239-

7016 or email baby @arkansasmethodist.
org.

The AMMC Auxiliary

Thursday, December 10

8:00 am-5:00 pm

Friday, December 11

7:00 AM-3:00 PM

In The Herget Atrium at the hospital.
Sherpa, Sherpa Throws, Quilt Sets,
Blankets and Sheet Sets will all be for
sale. Cash, checks and credit cards are
accepted.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday, December 17

11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Professional Office Bldg. Auditorium
If you would like to donate life-
saving blood, please call 1-800-RED-
CROSS for details on requirements. You
can also find more information at www.
rederossblood.org.

Mommy and Me Breastfeeding
Support Group Meeting

Monday, December 21

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Professional Office Building

Second Floor Conference Room
Greene County Health Unit’s Leisa
Kennedy, Breastfeeding Peer Counselor,
teaches this class for new and expectant
mothers. For more information, call the

Greene County Health Unit at 236-7782.

Healthy Pregnancy Class

Monday, December 21

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Professional Office Building

This is a one-time class for expect-

ant mothers who are prior to 16 weeks
into their pregnancy. Class is free for
those delivering at AMMC with a small
charge for others. There is a $10 fee for
materials. For classroom location, more
information or to

register, call 239-7016 or email baby@
arkansasmethodist.org.

Voters...

I'm Lorie Whitby and |
want to serve as your

Greene County District Court Judge.

While you may not think District Court touches
your life personally, 1 ask you to help me make
it more “user friendly” for those that it does
touch. | want to run the Greene County District
Court in a manner that working citizens can take
care of their legal matters without missing work
or waiting unnecessarily.

My plan includes making the office open and
available two extra days per week to allow
better flexibility in the schedules of the people
of Greene County.

My experience as Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
and in solo practice since 1997 has prepared
me to serve and give Greene County Citizens
a more efficient court. I've had the opportunity
erve as special Greene County District
irt Judge on numerous occasions. | also
thc LquI

d|\\d‘\'~_~ have access tn th:_ court sy HT_L‘I"H

| ask for your vote on March 1st for
Greene County District Judge.

Early voting begins February 15, 2016.

vote@whitbyforjudge.com
whitbyforjudge.com

GREENE COUNTY DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

This is a paid political advertisment.
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New TV station
establishes scﬁofarsﬁiy

new television station in Jonesboro
has created an academic scholarship
endowment with the Arkansas State

University Foundation, Inc. The KJNB-TV
Scholarship Endowment Fund will help
deserving students finance and fulfill education
priorities at Arkansas State.

“The ownership of KINB has a history of being
very actively involved in the community and
takes its mission to serve the public as part of
a greater goal in “paying it forward” which has
become the company’s mantra,” said station
owner Michael Reed.

“Providing this scholarship is one of the best

+ T IJ .ﬂ— ——
()1 juiv> o & ways we k it forward to others i
L . r ys we know to pay it forward to others in
=11y :J
)01

perpetuity, and is our way of preparing the
> next generation to share our experience of a

rewarding career in broadcasting.”

ASKABOUT Parafiould Family Bor
FREE TEETH Kevin Mann! DDS - scholarship, which is awarded each year

1224 West Court Street Car L to a student pursuing a career in broadcast
WHITE H IHG' Faragﬂ uld | 239-5518 _ } e television, include being a full-time student who

has completed at least 30 hours, a minimum 2.5

Qualifications for receiving the $1,000

grade point average, demonstrates a need and
applicants must submit a portfolio of work with
an application. The current recipient is eligible
to receive the award again after reapplying
each year.
“We are grateful to KJNB for establishing
this scholarship and showing its support of
the broadcasting program at Arkansas State
University,” said Dr. Brad Rawlins, dean of the
College of Media and Communication. “This
will greatly benefit a qualified student each
year and helps us meet one of our goals in the
college, which is to help students lower their
costs of getting a world-class education.”
Five finalists are chosen by the College of
Media and Communication Scholarship
Committee and then forwarded to KJNB
executives for final selection.
The station, a FOX and CBS television affiliate,
first signed on the air locally June 1, 2015. The
station is owned by Jonesboro TV, LLC, and is
represented by Reed and Bill Christian along
with Lane.
Studio facilities are located at 2400 E. Highland
Drive in Jonesboro and the stations’ two trans-
“Where the Prices Won’t Floor You, but the Selection Wil IR Sttt S
: on Channel 39 and on the KASU FM's tower in
facebook

Jonesboro on Channel 42. ¢
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Colby Hayes knows Chiistmas is right around the corner. Colby, 4, is the son of Brad and Tedie Hayes of Paragould.
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rad Hyde of Delta Medical
B Center of Memphis was the

featured speaker for this year’s
Paragould Regional Chamber of Commerce
“Shop Paragould First” luncheon at the Red
Goose Restaurant.
Hyde encouraged chamber mem-
bers to practice positive thinking and
entertained them with a humorous and
helpful presentation, sharing anecdotes from his
family life that helped illustrate points he was
trying to make.
About 80 local and area businesses will take
part in the annual Chamber holiday campaign
which allows customers to sign up and hope to
win $1,000 in “Chamber Bucks.”
The luncheon also served as an opportunity to
welcome new Chamber members, and to visit

with fellow businesspeople. ¢

18 | Premiere December 2015

Brad Hyde delivered the message to Paragould Regional Chamber of Commerce members, who took
advantage of a lunch break to meet and greet new businesses and old friends.
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Paragould’s first
Veterans Day
Parade a big hit

undreds of spectators lined
Pruett Street in Downtown Paragould
for the city’s first Veterans Day Parade,

and most of them hung around for an excellent
program afterward at The Red Goose as the
community shared its thanks and remem-
brances with members of the military, past and
present.

“If today is not an emotional day for you,”
said Paragould Mayor Mike Gaskill, “well ... it
should be.”

Gaskill’s touching presentation and performances
by local school children, dancers, musicians,
veterans and the Paragould High School
band combined to make the first-ever attempt
a huge success. PHS band director Richie
Williams” somber rendition of “Taps” served as
a fitting end to a day of ceremony dedicated

to honoring area veterans and their families.

20 | Premiere December 2015
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MOR Media’s Brian Osborn emceed the event and Paragould Mayor Mike Gaskill was the featured speaker,
but the guests of honor were veterans who recognized the crowd while walking in the parade.




The Vietnam/Legacy Veterans acted out the
Missing Man Table Ceremony, just one of several
performances designed to honor veterans from all
branches of the military.
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veterans with parade  [EN=RCR
intage cars and trucks, Boy Scout : I
‘ ; groups, Greene County Tech High
School’s AFJROTC members and
even Arkansas State University mascot Howl

teamed with others to make up the field as
Jonesboro hosted a Veterans Day Parade.

The parade saw many different groups show
their support, including the Jonesboro High
School Band, Jonesboro Mayor Harold Perrin,
and members of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, who handed out flags
to many of the wellwishers.

A large American flag was suspended
over the parade route by the Jonesboro

Fire Department, and guests were treated
to a Veterans Day Program shortly after
the parade. ¢




Family, friends
help in celebrating
Shewmaker’s 90th

aragould resident Harrel Shewmaker
Pwas caught completely off guard when

family and friends honored him with a

surprise birthday.

Shewmaker turned 90 years old on

November 3 and
was expertly lured
to the Paragould
Community
Center, where
a room full of
family and friends
awaited to help
him celebrate
the milestone
birthday.

Included in
the crowd of
supporters
was his sister,

Mary, a sibling

Shewmaker got a giant
hug from his sister, Mary.

Shewmaker said he had not seen in 15 years. ¢

A large crowd greeted Shewmaker, seated at far right, surprising him as he entered the Community Center,
below left, and presenting him with a unique cake.

Welcome, New Agent,

Andy For

239-1942

andy@chesser-taylorrealty.com
Realtor / AR Auctioneer #2518

Let him help you
buy or sell your home.

Centur,

E CHESSER-TAYLOR REALTY, INC.
o 870-236-9200
2200 Grecian Lane, Plaza 2, Unit 12, Paragould

“ " "NEA RESIONAL SOLID WASTE

“HAVE UNWAKTED OFFICE_ELECTRONICS? WE TAKE THEMIFOR FREE T BE

§ RECYCLE ELECTROMICS, CLEAR & COLORED-SLASS, PLASTIC BOTTLES, KEWSPAPERS AKD MORE!
FOR MORE IKEORMATION, CALL (870),239-5572

II'IE:IISEJ
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Actions of a true friend give new meaning to Christmas

his Christmas will mark my first
I without any living parents or

grandparents, a pretty rare
accomplishment for a guy over 60. My mother,
the last one standing, passed away in February
and left me as the official old person in the room
beginning with this holiday season.
It will make this Christmas a more melancholy
experience for me, although every year at this
time I take pause to think back to the year when
Ilearned a lot about the spirit of giving.
When I was 13 my father made the decision to
quit his job that provided a guaranteed weekly
paycheck and chose instead to go out on his own
as a manufacturer’s representative. He worked
on a commission-only basis, meaning if he sold
alotin a week’s time he made a lot, but if he sold
nothing he brought home just that -- nothing.
The decision to forfeit the guaranteed income
was not an easy one and it took a lot of praying
and calculating and wavering before Dad finally
took the plunge. While all of this was going on

we had built a new house, so I'm sure there was

a lot of pressure on him to make his new venture

Get Rich

By Richard Brummett

work to the degree that he could help provide
for his family.

I'm guessing it was the stress of that move --
coupled with the fact that he smoked two packs
of unfiltered Camel cigarettes a day -- that led to
his having a heart attack around holiday time.
While he needed to be on the road making
money he was, instead, flat on his back in a new
house, unable to travel and work. Prospects were
pretty glum around the Brummett household as
Christmas neared and bills mounted.

Then one day the doorbell rang and outside
was one of Dad’s very best friends, Jack Poling,
a fellow traveling salesman. He was welcomed
in as always and entered the house carrying a
huge jar stuffed full of money. Knowing our

family’s situation, Jack had taken it upon

himself to travel Dad’s territory and explain our
plight, and customer after customer contributed
what they could so that Jack could bring the
much-needed gift to our home.

Thanks to his incredible thoughtfulness, Mom
could pay some bills and my sister and I could
have presents under the tree ... not the most
important thing I took away from that
Christmas. In Jack’s gesture, I learned what
the love of a true friend could mean. I
realized the truth of the old adage about
giving being more important -- and more
fulfilling -- than receiving.

Since that time, the number of my gifts under
the tree or the dollar amount attached to them
has never been important. I have derived much
more pleasure in the role of giver than in that of
receiver. I delight in seeing someone else’s face
light up at getting a present more than I relish
opening my own, all because the good-hearted
actions of a true friend meant so much to my dad
and my family. I learned that year what the love
of a true friend really looks like, and it’s a very

attractive picture still. ¢
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and Kason Hanson can provide
just what they need.
The two operate Studio 402 in Down-

town Jonesboro, and each has alongand

impressive resume.

Ashley is from Tucson and began
dancing at age 10. She attended the
University of Arizona’s School of
Dance, where she studied under the di-
rection of Melissa Lowe, Jory Hancock

and Susan Quinn. During her years &

there, Ashley attended multiple dance

workshops hosted by the university |
that featured guest instructors and §

choreographers such as Mia Michaels.

In 2006 she moved to Jackson, MS, to =

begin her professional training with §

or those wanting to learn ballet
Ffrom true professionals, Ashley

Ballet Magnificat. Two years later she St SEEES

was promoted to Company Apprentice
and in 2009 to Company Artist. During
her time at Ballet Magnificat, she taught
and performed across the United States,
as well as 17 countries throughout
Europe, Asia, South America and the
Caribbean.

In April 2015 Ashley retired from Ballet
Magnificat and moved to Jonesboro
to begin teaching dance with her new
husband, Kason.

Kason is from Minot, ND, and began his

dance training under the direction of Mr.

for hosting HUllda}? Traditions:

Mosiac Salon and S pa
Sometbing Sweet

The Chocolate Choo Choo

The Hairloom /Shear GJ"I!?\L

Lipstix and Lollipops

The Red Goose

Room 2 Grow

Alwin Taylor Flowers and Gifts
Lampions Gymnastics Center

Willow Salon
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it
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™

The ‘One and Only’ Downtown Paragould’s
Holiday Traditions
Saturday December sth + 10:00am to gieopny

Rinat Mouzafarov, a graduate of the Vaganova school
and dancer with the Bolshoi Theatre in Russia. In
August of 2011 Kason also moved to Jackson and
began dancing with Ballet Magnificat’s professional
training program. In 2013 he was given a soloist role
and the opportunity to partner with Ballet Magnifi-
cat’s Artistic Director and IBC (International Ballet
Competition) silver medalist, Kathy Thibodeaux.

In February of 2014 he was invited to be a guest
instructor at local dance schools. After a year of
traveling between Jackson and Jonesboro, he moved

here to continue teaching.

e Horse Drawn Cﬁrf"rage Rides

)
a

o

Srecia

At Studio 402 they provide expert ballet technique,

conditioning, lyrical/contemporary training and

cross training. In addition, Kason said the studio fa-
cility can be used by the public for a variety of events.
“The studio is great for small specialty groups, not
over 200 people,” he said. “It’s a nice space for busi-
ness events, showers, office parties, small receptions
(100 people or so), a small wedding and reception ...
it’s been used for a number of things.”

For more information about dance instruction or
renting the building, call 870-243-6784 or contact the

Hansons at celebratestudio402@ gmail.com. ¢

 Visic with Santa *

from Centennial Park  from Noon to F:00pl
beginning at 1oi00am.
Rides are $10.00
per carriage.

at Something Sweet,
221 S. Pruett Street. |

Street Vendors!
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Local dance group to present “The Nutcracker”

Claude has a
explanation for her desire to bring
“The Nutcracker” back to a Paragould
audience.

eather simple

“I felt the town needed it back ... everyone missed
it,” said Claude, owner of Elite Performing
Arts studio. “When people found out we were
bringing it back, we had overwhelming numbers
as far as community interest. I felt really good
about this; people said, ‘We’re so glad you're
bringing it back.” Because of the enthusiasm, this
year there will be more community parts than in
the last three combined.”

Along with teachers Kristen Hailey and Kelsey
Garnett, Claude has set out on the task of
bringing the production together in time for the
December 20 presentation.

“They’ve both performed in ‘The Nutcracker’ in
Paragould since they were little, preschool age,”
Claude said of her two fellow instructors. “So
they have interest in bringing it back, and know
what has to be done.”
She said local audiences
have not been able to
see the holiday classic
for some time, adding
to the anticipation.

“It probably hasn’t
been done here in at
least seven years,” she
said, noting that her
mother (at the time,
Raylynn Green, owner
of Paragould Dance
Academy) helped turn
the production into a holiday tradition. When her
mother moved out of town , “she kind of took
it with her — we were left without it,” Claude
explained.

It is her own love of dance that fuels the desire

26 | Premiere December 2015

BY RICHARD BRUMMETT

Heather Claude is the driving force behind the
return of “The Nutcracker.”

to share with young people the thrills gained by
performing.

“I am a seventh generation dancer,” Claude said.
“I come from a long line. I've been taking classes
since I was 2.”

Certified through Dance Masters of America,
she said she has been
teaching “for ... I hate
to admit it ... this is my
23rd year. That doesn’t
seem right.

“It's crazy; my main
style of performing
has always been tap,”
she said. “To bring
‘The Nutcracker’ back
is kind of a challenge
to me. Rewarding, but
a lot of work. I have
gained a lot of respect
for those who take on this production.”

The story is based on a book by E.T.A. Hoffman
called, “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King.”
It's the story of a girl (Clara) who receives a

nutcracker doll for Christmas. She then dreams

that after the nutcracker saves her from some
militant mice, he turns into a prince and carries
her off to the Land of Sweets where she meets
some interesting characters.

There have been many versions and variations
over time, and Claude said the local troupe
will also bring some new things to this year’s
presentation.

“We've added some things that are going to be
a surprise,” she said. “In the past, it was strictly
ballet; I've added some dance styles that are
going to make you say, ‘Wow’ or “That’s unique.’
But it's not all me. I have two fantastic teachers
who helped choreograph it all and a lot of dance
mothers who do fundraisers to help sponsor it.
“For instance, on December 5th we have a
breakfast at the Red Goose called Pancakes and
Pointe’ Shoes, a breakfast with ‘The Nutcracker.’
It's $5 for all you can eat ... from 7:30 to 10.”
Claude emphasized that this year all parts in the
show will be dancing parts.

“Everyone on stage will be dancing this year,
even the very little ones,” she said. “That is
really difficult to do. I think the audience will
be surprised. We've put together a total of 10-to-
12 practices — compared to usually about three
- before they enter the stage.

“And the dancers range in age from 16 months
to 14 or 15 years. Actually, there are some adults
dancing some of the community parts this year.
But all roles are dancing roles. That's different.”
Featured roles this year include:

Haley Sanders, the Queen Arabian

Sierah Armstrong, the Sugar Plum Fairy

Sophie Simmons, the Snow Queen

Dax Claude, the Cavalier

Annalyn Toombs, Clara

“People need to come see it,” Claude encouraged.
“I think it will be a real pleasing experience.” ¢



Haley Sanders,Sierah Armstrong, Sophie Simmons, Dax Claude and Annalyn Toombs have
feature roles in the performance of “The Nutcracker.”
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" CHOICE
ALTHCARE

Revoluing anound you

Family Practice Clinic

Wi T |
Hetal Patel, M.D.  Abbey Taber, AP\

Opening November 9, 2015

Scheduled Appointments
&
Walk-ins Available

870.236.2000

Regular Hours:
Monday - Friday

8am.-5pm.

#1 Medical Drive
Paragould, AR

K Facebook

Website: www.1stChoice-ar.org

** We offer a reduced fee based on family income
and the number in household.

**Medicare, Medicaid , Self-Pay and Private Insurance accepted.
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“Tis the season
for community
Christmas

parades

everal Christmas parades are scheduled in the Northeast
Arkansas area for early December, providing ample
opportunities to take part. Families are invited to attend one or all

and enjoy entering into the holiday spirit.

Jonesboro Parade, 7 p.m.,
Thursday, December 3

Downtown Jonesboro is ready to celebrate its annual holiday tradition
by welcoming Santa Claus to Main Street. The theme of the 68th Annual
Jonesboro Christmas Parade is “A North Pole Christmas.”

From the Toy Workshop to the reindeer barns to the elves’ own
Christmas Party, your family will be sure to enjoy this year’s holiday fun.
Call 870-931-5252 for information.

Paragould Parade, 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, December 8
The theme for the Paragould parade is “The Spirit of Christmas.”
As always the local parade will feature floats, walking and riding groups,
vehicles, marching bands and more as friends and family line Pruett Street
to take in the action.
Call 870-240-0544 for information.

Swifton Parade, 5 p.m.,

Saturday, December 12
Santa Claus will be headed to Swifton for its 23rd Annual Downtown
Parade, with the theme of “Christmas Around The Town.”
Parade participants -- including tractor clubs, law enforcement
agencies, school groups and more -- will line up at 4:15 and winning entries
will be announced 30 minutes after the event.
Call 870-273-4660 for information.

Brookland Parade, 2 p.m.,
Sunday, December 13

“Toyland Christmas” is the theme for Brookland’s 145th Annual
Christmas Parade, held on the 2nd Sunday in December each year.
Lineup starts at the Brookland High School parking lot. Judging begins at
1p.m. and 1st, 2nd and 3rd place plaques are awarded in various divisions.
The parade route is approximately 2 miles long and features antique cars,
floats, tractors, horse riders and much more.
Call 870-935-0538 for information. ¢



Burlington Coat Factory staffers helped fill the Children’s Homes truck with donated items at the Jonesboro store’s ribbon cutting ceremony.

CBurfington, Children’s Homes become partners

urlington Coat Factory celebrated its
B grand opening and ribbon cutting for its

Jonesboro store in October. The retailer
selected Children’s Homes, Inc. of Paragould as
its community partner, inviting representatives
from the childcare facility to participate in the
ribbon cutting and receive a large donation of
items.
The store’s employees helped load more than six
pallets of items into Children’s Home’s truck.
The donated items included home décor, cloth-
ing, luggage sets, kitchenware and much more.
The items will mostly be distributed to families
participating in the home’s foster care program,

BY ADAM SWEENEY

with other items going to Children’s Homes’
residential care facility in Paragould.

Children’s Homes, Inc. Director of Development
Gary Cupp was on hand to thank Burlington
Regional Vice President Paul Mallett and
Jonesboro store manager Logan Henley for the
donation, and to assist in the ribbon cutting.
“It’s truly an honor for Children’s Homes to be
the chosen charity at the Burlington Coat Factory
grand opening in Jonesboro,” Cupp said.
“Northeast Arkansas not only has new products,
jobs and a boost to the local economy, we have
anew friend. We want to thank Burlington Coat

Factory! Their donations are already at work

helping our kids at Children’s Homes and
making our community a better place.”
Children’s Homes, which is celebrating 60
years of service to children in need, cares for
approximately 45 young people in ten homes
on the Residential Education campus located in
Paragould. Children’s Homes also provides
foster and adoptive care to another 70 children
in Arkansas.

Children’s Homes is privately supported;
donations from individuals, churches, groups
and other organizations provide the funding for

its operating budget. ¢
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Patten cﬁam}oions cause of children in need of care

BY RICHARD BRUMMETT

very day, Robin Patten addresses

family issues in her role as Director of

Social Services at Arkansas Methodist
Medical Center.
As a Licensed Master Social Worker she sees
families come together and she sees families
torn apart, but what she sees mostly is a need for
community members and leaders to step up and
help solve an ever-growing problem.
“Greene County has a tremendous lack in foster
families,” said Patten, who recently was named
a Congressional “Angel in Adoption” for her
efforts in that area. “We have more than 200
kids in foster care right now. The majority, DCFS
(Department of Child and Family Services) has
removed custody from the parents and then
we have to send the kids out of the county
somewhere for them to be in a safe environment,
in a safe foster home.
“When kids are removed it’s traumatic,” she
explained. “They leave their schools, they leave

their friends, they leave whatever kinfolks they

Senator John Boozman and Robin Patten at
the ceremony recognizing her as an Angel in
Adoption.

might have. Every aspect of their life is changed.
It's difficult.”

Patten is busy formulating a plan whereby she can
meet with local community leaders and explain
the need for quality foster care in Greene County.

“We always say someone needs to step up, that

F CU

someone else needs to do it,” she said, referring
to one’s actually getting involved instead of just
talking about it. “Well, no one else has done it.”
She said the first step in making an impact on
the problem is for people to be willing to become
foster parents.

“I plan in January to speak with all our local civic
clubs,” Patten said, “and I have in mind to do a
community ecumenical meeting, to have all the
ministers of our churches come to the meeting
and see what we can accomplish together.”
Patten is passionate about finding help for
children who have seen their family lives ripped
apart. Seeing young people moved from county
to county underscores, for her, the need to find
a way to keep them here, closer to familiar
surroundings.

It is that desire, and her advocacy for choosing
adoption procedures, that led Senator John
Boozman to nominate her for the Angel in
Adoption honor. Boozman and Patten met on
Capitol Hill in Washington at a ceremony to

recognize award recipients from across the

Delivering experience,
service and technology

Bank  since 1931,

Unwrap a Home Loan
from Focus Bank

Jennifer will walk you thru the whole process.
* Fixed and Adjustable rate loans
« FHA, Conventional & Rural Development loans

* VA loans

All with rapid loan approvals and closings!

Call 870-586-7433 or email JRollings@FocusBank.com

JENNIFER ROLLINGS, MORTEAGE ORIGINATOR
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country, and Boozman had remarks of Patten’s
dedication and advocacy entered into the
Congressional Record.

“I heard so many stories while I was in
Washington,” Patten said. “One that sticks out

to me was about a brave single mom, called

pho

to serve in the military in Afghanistan. Her

4
d

parents took in her biological children while she

!

=
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was gone and when she got home she learned
she had one or two siblings who had gotten into
some trouble and she took their kids, seven kids
-- she took them all and became a single mom
to nine kids, just because she didn’t want those
children to be separated from family. If she can
do that, we in our community can do that, too.”
She said one way to help is to be considerate
to foster families, offering to become “foster
grandparents so they can have a night out.
They need help with things like buying school
pictures and buying coats. What they need from
us is help and support. And action.”

Nothing about the foster parent situation is easy.
Adults find it hard to take children, especially
teens, into their homes without some sense of
caution and children have a myriad of emotions
swirling about.

“A lot of these kids are angry and don't trust
anyone,” Patten said. “Who can blame them?
You tell me you love me, then you're shoving
me out the door and on to the next family.

“A lot of those precious little souls grow up
to perpetuate that cycle. If we could get them
into a safe foster home, maybe we could break
that cycle.”

She said our county has more reports of child
abuse than all the neighboring counties, not and may they experience the bl
necessarily because we have more instances _ of family and friends this holiday season.
but because our officials are more dedicated to

reporting them. We appreciate yvour business and look forward
“DCFS is overwhelmed, overworked and w to serving your medical supply needs in the coming
underpaid,” she said. “They are trying to get :
kids out of a bad situation.”

So, how do we make progress?

“Anyone who wants to get involved should
probably start with me,” Patten advised. “I
represent the hospital on the Child Abuse Task

Force. I guess the best way to get started would
be to call me at AMMC at 870-239-7153.

" , . 501 W. Kingshighway
If someone calls, I'll get them started and direct

them to DCFS, the Greene County Department Affo rd a_' b | e Paragould, AR 72450

of Human Services. Their number is 870-236- M ed I C a | (BTU) 239 *09 97

8723. But let’s not talk about it, let’s do it. Let’s Home Medical Equipment & Supplies Toll Free: 1-877-378-4725

get this ball going.” ¢
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Greene County Tech’s mascot has a new name, thanks to Christian Walls.

“Blitz the Eagle” 1s new name of Tech mascot

hristian Walls, a
12-year-old student
at Greene County

Tech Middle School, beat out
319 other students in the K-12
district-wide contest to name
the eagle mascot.

His entry of “Blitz the Eagle”

was chosen as the mascot’s new
name. The mascot costume
was donated by the GCT
Quarterback Club which,
along with the middle school
staff, presented Christian with
a stuffed eagle and recognized

him with a gift during halftime

at the Tech/Paragould Battle
for the Bell game. Pictured
are GCT Superintendent Gene
Weeks, Blitz, Christian, Virginia
and Allen Walls, and David
Richey, President of the GCT
Quarterback Club. ¢
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f you're looking for a full three-course meal

to end your Saturday night, Chow at 118 is

the place to be.
“Why leave town to experience great food paired
with the perfect wines when you can have it right
here in Paragould?” owner Michael Tolson said.
Chow fulfills that need in various ways. Aside
from the delicious menu offering everything from
seafood to macaroni and cheese, to tamales, Chow
will also begin scheduling wine and food tasting
dinners in 2016.
My own meal at Chow began with the freshest
spinach dip I've ever had and New Orleans
barbecue shrimp that was reminiscent of Bourbon

Street’s famous seafood restaurants. Pork

Owner Michael Tolson and his staff at Chow make interaction with diners a common occurrence. Great
food and wine selections add to the dining experience.

Chow offers great food, quaint atmosphere

BY CAITLIN LAFARLETTE

tenderloin with roasted potatoes was served
next. Your fork will cleanly cut through this meat,
no knife needed. The potatoes on top were
amazingly light and not loaded down with any
unnecessary seasonings.

Topping everything off was a chocolate tres leches
cake. The frosting was just sweet enough and the
cake completely melts in the mouth. Having had
a true Mexican tres leches cake in the past, I can
say Chow’s version definitely passes the test
on deliciousness.

The atmosphere inside Chow made the meal
even more enjoyable. I felt like I had walked into
a New York restaurant. In fact, that is just the effect
Tolson was aiming for when he established Chow.

“I've wanted to create an atmosphere reminiscent
of a New York bistro: small, quaint and with great
local food and wine,” he said.

The quarters also offer an intimate enough setting
for date night, yet open areas for bigger groups.
Most impressive was Tolson’s interaction with
guests. While it may be common for managers to
sweep through a business and briefly check on the
customers, Tolson stayed actively engaged with
those coming to dine. It's a simple gesture proving
his dedication to his craft.

“Food and creativity have always been important
to me,” he said. “The combination of the two
brings exciting results for me as well as our

guests.” ¢

vou buy the things they want,

flights, hotels, cash back and more.
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The gift that keeps
on giving back.

Get more of what you want during the holidays when

Earn points with every swipe using the Simmons Bank
Visa® Platinum Rewards card, and easily redeem them
for great rewards including the season’s hottest gifts,

Visit simmonsfirst.com today to start earning your rewards.

HMEMBER FDIC
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hen William and Janice Allen

considered opening a Christian-

themed book and gift store, they
did the most sensible thing they could think of:
They prayed about it.
He was employed by Gazaway Lumber for
more than 18 years and she had been with The
Treasure House when they decided they needed
a change. “The concrete was taking a toll on my
feet and legs,” he said, “and with The Lantern
Bookstore going out of business, we thought
and prayed about something like this. We began
looking into it and now we think this is the door
the Lord has opened for us.
“Gazaway’s was great to me. You don’t stay
somewhere 18 years if they aren’t” William
said. “Basically, this is just something we
wanted to do. We thought about it, and tried to
work a situation out where we could do it and
come up with the capital. And now the Lord has
really blessed us. We’ve had very good response
from the community and from people who have
come in the store.”
The store racks are filled with everything from
books and Bibles to candles and jewelry.
“On the sign it says we are ‘Your premiere gift
store,” and that’s what we want to be,” William
said. “We are a church and Bible book and
gift store. We have Christian themes, but also

probably the best selection of Lamp Berger

A coGllid=ldter i

Janice and William Allen welcome holiday gift shoppers to their store, Ignited Gifts in Paragould.

in the area. We have Wood Wick candles and
refills. We have postcards, and they are all about
Arkansas” and from there he points out items
like cookbooks, Cottage Garden musical jewelry
boxes, hot jellies, knives, dips, soups mixes,
drink mixes ...

“We have gifts for firefighters, for nurses, for
teachers,” Janice said. “We've got jewelry and
scarves. A little of everything.”

She said they gift wrap bereavement items,

making their own bows, and deliver free to
local funeral homes, and they have sections
dedicated to events like weddings, anniversaries
and births.

Ignited Gifts is located at 1731 W. Kingshighway,
Suite 3, in Paragould and is open Monday-
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., except on
Wednesdays when they close at 5 p.m. in order
for the Allens to get to Buck Donic Church,
where they serve as pastors.

GOD_BLESSwatezsklREOEPS-
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Cindy Gibson gives moms and babies a chance to
bond early in life with HD ultrasound technology.

Sneak A Peek provides spectacular look at life

neak A Peek Ultrasound in Jonesboro

offers families and friends a real-life look

at ... a real life.
Owner Cindy Gibson said her business provides
high quality, specialized prenatal ultrasound
imaging, allowing those interested to get a
unique look at the little person waiting inside.
Most ultrasounds are routinely performed using
conventional 2 dimensional (2D) scanning, where
the ultrasound beam scans through a thin slice
of the woman'’s body or the baby and shows the
image on a screen in two dimensions only. The
image usually appears grey on the ultrasound
screen. This type of ultrasound provides most of
the clinically relevant information to the doctor.
In recent years, 3 dimensional (3D) and 4
dimensional (4D) ultrasounds have become
increasingly popular. With 3D ultrasound, a
of thin 2D
reconstructed to give more life-like images. With 4D

series slices is digitally
ultrasound, the added dimension is time,
so that the 3D images appear to be moving
in real time. The 3D/4D image usually
appears a golden color on the ultrasound
screen, making it easy for patients to look
at as it highlights features on the baby. And,
3D/4D is just as safe as conventional 2D
scanning.

Gibson emphasized that her services are purely

elective and do not serve as a replacement for
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BY RICHARD BRUMMETT

prenatal care by a physician.

“We want women under prenatal care,” she said.
“I want to emphasize, this in no way replaces
prenatal care. This is simply a supplement to
help with bonding between mother and child.”

Gibson said her job “sort of found me. I was
doing independent work for doctors” offices and
a couple of clinics I covered. The machine was
mine to use for that purpose and others. Then
there was a woman from church who wanted to
know if I could tell her the gender of her baby.
She said, ‘I'm at 16 weeks, and they won’t tell me
until I'm at 20. Can you tell me the gender?” So it
started with my doing it for friends from church
and so forth, and it sprang from there.

“Then it was, ‘My friend told me,” or Your
friend told me” ... suddenly I was doing it for
strangers and said, ‘Well, I'm going to have to
charge something.” It grew from there. People
heard about me, and four years later we're
still here.”

She said when women schedule appointments
she encourages them to bring family and
friends along to view the images. “We have
a more family-centered environment,”
Gibson said. “They bring children and
grandparents with them. They can look on the
screen and see the baby, see its actions, see the
heartbeat, find out the gender together. People

like to see babies.”

She said Sneak A Peek’s HD technology is “a step
beyond 4D, even more realistic and lifelike.
“It’s like you're able to insert a camera into the
womb and look at the baby,” she explained.
“When we get all the factors in place and get
started, it's spectacular. It makes it more real.
It's not for everyone; some want to be surprised
by the gender, and I get that. But some want to
know before to get to know, to bond ... to see the
personality as well. The baby will make faces,
sometimes it looks like it’s saying, ‘Leave me
alone;’ it will pose, smile, yawn, sometimes it’s
blowing kisses -- all kinds of fun things. It shows
the personality and personhood of the baby.”
Most questions about Sneak A Peek’s services
can be answered by visiting its website at www.
sneakapeek3d4dultrasound.com, but Gibson
welcomes phone calls, too. “Some people have
questions beyond what is on our page or in the
brochure; they want to speak to a human and I
understand that. I'm that way,” she said.

Those falling into that category may call 870-
253-4689 for consultation regarding the best
times and stages of pregnancy to schedule
ultrasounds, or may correspond via email at
sneakapeekultrasound@gmail.com.

Sneak A Peek, which performs ultrasounds
like thyroid scans and carotid artery
is located at 2704 South

Culberhouse, Suite 1, in Jonesboro. ¢

work as well,



Taste of Home Cooking
School tickets available

he Taste of Home
I Cooking School, featuring o

Culinary Specialist Jamie Dunn, 'I
will be staged at the Arkansas State { 1 & = =
University Convoction Center in Jonesboro on ' \ , W I S h I n g
Tuesday, Dec. 8, thanks to major sponsors ' o J
MOR Media and First National Bank. you a
All attendees receive a gift bag filled with

tangle-free

a Taste of Home Cooking School magazine. : =
Joining FNB and MOR Media as event h OI Id ay.

sponsors are: Gilmore’s Custom Kitchens

money-saving coupons, product samples and

and Baths; The Everyday Chef; Hays

Grocer; Gamble Home Furnishings; Virginia Walls Ins Agcy Inc MH}F all your da}"s be
Arkansas Methodist Medical Center; "IrIFEiﬂiE_WEIHS. Agent merr and br. ht
Families, Inc., Counseling Services; 2305 Linwood Drive y 1ght.

. ] Paragould, AR 72450 :
The Foundation, Arkansas Methodist Bus: 870-236-0544 A safe and joyous season to

Medical Center. 1 H
; everyone. Like a good neighbor,
Tickets are on sale at the ASU box office for M e _)f C hd/-l/é’t' Mj State Farm is there” '

$15. Visit their website at www.astate.edu/

tickets and click on “Cooking School” for ﬁ’m owr WWww. V-f;r gl’.nfa War'l-"lS Cﬂm

complete information and show highlights. W
You can also get tickets and /or information to- voury! & st a te Fa rm ™
by logging on to Premiere Magazine’s site at gt )

premiere-magazine.com. ¢

P NiNeed tserean @ © @ @

ge Kids Penta

Hometown Dentistry for Teens & Kids!
18 years and younger * All insurances accepted

CALL 870-236-5888

624 West Court Street = Suite A » Paragould, AR 72450
John H. Puckett D.D.5, Haley Richardson D.D.5., Caleb Bauer D.D.5. - General Denti

We also offer limited and
comprehensive BRACES.

" We wish you,
M G C%u&fimﬂ«’
B @ B B 5
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Ridge Kidsl Dental
.Gfl’ering Sedation Dentistry
for Teens and Kids
‘ with Anxiety.
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Guests “dressed to impress” in evening cocktail attire. Pictured above are Richard and Brooksie Hartness,
Ashley and Jon Mays, Wes and Briana Bohr, and Brandy and Steve Cook.

Cheers For Cﬁam’ty raises money for area kids

ll e felt that a new
event would be
a great way to

celebrate 20 years for Junior Auxiliary
of Paragould,” said organization
president Stacie Reddick.

“Replacing our annual Blue Jeans and
BBQ, Cheers for Charity started as an

Donna Singleton and Virginia Walls, above, and idea for a change, and blossomed into
Kevin and Kim Mann, Jami and Jason Veal, below

what we feel was a very successful
event that will hopefully continue to
grow with even more support in the
future. We had a great deal of positive
feedback. It seems that people enjoy
a chance to get dressed up, and
what better reason than to help raise
money for the children of Greene

County.” Crystal McKinney, Lindsay Watson, Jerrah Kuenzel, Kim Mann,

Reddick wishes to thank all who and Emilee Bobbitt

Ca
.

v, W
-

* mEan

LOCALLY OWNED. LOCALLY OPERATED. LOCALLY YOURS. ([ nico Bank

506 WEST KINGSHIGHWAY (236-1700) 1908 LINWDOD DR (236-4747) 201 REYNOLDS RD (236-1170] Everyday Excellence
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Stacie Reddick, President of Paragould Junior
Auxiliary, resorted to desperate measures to get
organization members to donate to the worthy
cause represented at the first Cheers for Charity
event held locally.

DR STANK DR MARGOLIS

donated “in so many generous ways to the
success of Cheers for Charity. Because of
them, we were able to raise almost $10,000.
This money will be used to fund the programs
discussed below and any more that arise
throughout the year.

“With the term junior meaning ‘youth’ and
auxiliary meaning ‘to help,” Junior

Auxiliary literally means
to help the youth, and
that is just what we
do. We do anything
from helping provide
basic life needs to just
spending time with a child.
Some of the things we do include

hosting food drives and making donations
for the Backpack Programs at local schools,
working at local shelters with children who
have been separated from parents, and working
with the local schools to help provide student
needs as they arise.”

She said JA also serves as Partners in Education
with the Marmaduke School District and works
with them on a monthly basis.

“This year, our organization also participated in
the Downtown Trick-or-Treat,” Reddick added,
“where we passed out Halloween safety goodie

DR SAWYER

bags to over 300 children!

“One annual event hosted by the Junior

Auxiliary is our annual Kids Kraze,” she

continued. “This is a fun business expo type

event, showcasing local business with kid
appeal, and is free to vendors and attendees.”

She said one of the most rewarding Junior

Auxiliary programs, however, is its annual

Christmas Blessing Party.

“Our Christmas Blessing Tree
was set up at Cheers for
Charity, and was filled with
Christmas wishes of children

from all public schools in Greene

County,” Reddick explained. “Event

attendees took ornaments from the tree
and will fill the requests. Junior Auxiliary will
take care of any ornaments that were left. We
will then host a Christmas party for all of these
children and their families. Parents will pick
up the gifts while the children enjoy supper,
movies, crafts, Santa and Christmas shopping
for their parents. Any member will tell you, it
is a blessing to be a part of this evening!”

For more information about the Junior Auxiliary

of Paragould, check out their Facebook page or

email Reddick at staciereddick@sbcglobal.net. ¢

Intere
Financin

for uahgﬁe
Applicants

* Free Lasik

Consultations

= ——

ADVANCED CATARACT SURGERY * CustoM LASIK LaseEr VisioN CORRECTION

OCULOPLASTIC SURGERY

SOUTHERN EYE
ASSOCIATES

(B70) S35-6326

WWW. ARKANSASLASIK.COM
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Rainwater

ESCORTED

GROUPTOURS
DECEMBER 2015
NASHVILLE COUNTRY
CHRISTMAS
MARCH 2016
NATCHEZ SPRING PILGRIMAGE
TRICENTENNIAL
APRIL 2016
SPRING GARDEN TOUR
TOMOSS MOUNTAIN
& HOT SPRINGS
MAY 2016
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & WALES
MAY 2016
ALASKA CRUISE FEATURING
GLACIERBAY
JULY zo16
SEVEN DAY TASTE OF IRELAND
AUGUST zo16
YELLOWSTONE, GRAND TETON,
MTRUSHMORE & BLACK HILLS
AUGUST zox6
MAGICAL RHINE RIVER CRUISE
OCTOBER 2016
AUTUMN IN NEW ENGLAND
NOVEMBER 20106
CHRISTMAS INNEW YORKCITY
DECEMBERz016
CHRISTMASAT
THE BILTMORE ESTATES

Jonesboro Travel Cruise & Tour
1825 East Nettleton Ave, Suite H
Jonesboro, AR 72401

870-932-2060
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Births

Photo by Ashley Wilkerson
Raiden Kai Ullrey

shley Wilkerson and Charlie Ullrey

Aof Paragould announce the birth of
a son, Raiden Kai Ullrey.

The newborn weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces

and was 19.6 inches long.

He was delivered at Arkansas Methodist

Medical Center in Paragould.

Grandparents are Vernon and Brandy Ullrey,
Tracy Feltner, and David Wilkerson. ¢

o
2l

&6/0-565-5169

Take picTrés - Coffee - Cupcakes

SOMETHINGA w e et

it's a sweet thing!

-—n lﬂ www.paragouldsweets.com
= w2

]

d
i

..l |

Photo by Ashley Burk

N

Hadley Grace McCracken

oel and Kristen McCracken of Paragould
have announced the birth of their
daughter, Hadley Grace McCracken.

e baby weighed 5 pounds, 14 ounces
and was 19 inches long. She was born at St.
Bernards in Jonesboro.

Grandparents are Keith and Carla Adams,
and Lloyd and Rebecca McCracken. ¢

urday, Dec. Sth
12-3 p.m.

5. Pruett St




1. Community Fund Donation

Happehings

Members of the Greene County Tech
faculty and staff contributed more
than $11,000 to the Community Fund
campaign. Accepting the check at left
is Greene County Community Fund
Executive Director Kera Crafton, along
with GCT administrators Gene Weeks and

Amy Lucius.

2. Master Gardeners Presentation

In November, the Greene County Master

Gardeners presented Patti Roberts, a life-

time member, with a demonstration and

;’ﬂg Ta The _ . ; r | 185 ¥ discussion of Forcing Bulbs. Forcing
Order Of 1 :
| T

b bewen housand | weke whiby- e ol oed e Dellane into your home weeks earlier than

Bulbs allows you to bring spring blooms

normal. Patti also discussed

Amaryllis and how to get the most

out of your Amaryllis’ blooms.

3. Guest Speaﬁer

Gifted and Talented students in 3rd and 4th
grades from OGE, Baldwin, and Woodrow
Wilson elementary schools participated in
a presentation by Yolanda Young-Merrell
from UAMS. The presentation was entitled
“Guess Who?” and promoted medical careers
of various kinds. The students had to guess
the name of the medical professional given

certain facts and pictures provided for them.

4. Ghoulish Group

Jonesboro hosted a Stay Alive After Five
Zombie Run in October, running through
a haunted house, cemetery and Zombie

Zones, all aimed at Halloween fun.

5. Field Trip
Pre-AP English I students at Paragould High
School took a field trip to Memphis to ride

on a riverboat down the Mississippi River

and tour Mud Island /Mississippi River
Museum. From left are: Courtney Smith,
teacher; Megan Holmes, Holly Blair Benson,
Madi Wood, Kenna McCormick, Nikki Jeffers
and Ivanna Cuadra.

6. Battling Breast Cancer

Gamble’s Home Furnishings & Design
Center donated a portion of all its October
sales to the NEA Breast Cancer Support
Group. ¢
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Holiday Shopping Guide

Jane Iredale Smokey Eye Kit - Create your favorite smokey

eya with these eight blendable pr—

shades of highly pigmented ﬂ Y
PurePressed Eye Shadow. They will

give you the perfect long-lasting,

crease-resistant finish!

[} Eminence Body Duo - Exfoliate, heal

and hydrate with the Tropical Body
B = @ BlissGiftSet.

- This sugar scrub and firming body
g - lotion duo is the perfect combo for
- that silky smooth skin you've
always wanted!

*sexyhail:

Sexy Hair - Buy three Sexy Hair products,
receive one FREE! With the holidays coming
up, this special lets you buy for different people
who might not use the same Sexy Hair line!

Don't forget about gift cards!! It's easy to give a
gift card with money, so the recipient can
choose what they like.

Other times, it's nice to receive a gift card for a
specific spa service!That way, there isn't
anything to do but go to Rouge and get
pampered!

Holiday parties are about to start filling up your
schedule! Let Rouge Spa & Salon get you party
ready with eyelash extensions or a fresh blowout!
Rouge Salon & Spa
3501 Stonegate Drive
Paragould, AR 72450
870.215.0663

rougespaandsalon.com

Booth Available v [ £~
for stylist! - |\_'E_,| U
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Premiere’s Outstand'ing

TCﬂCﬁE?‘S

April Ramer
MicroSociety Elementary
Jonesboro

pril teaches 4th grade
Math at MicroSociety
Elementary School and is

in her third year of teaching.

“I love how excited my kids get
about math,” she said. “They often
like to pretend that they are me
when they answer problems on
the board.”

Her husband is the high school art
teacher at Westside. “I have four

beautiful children: Jocelynn, Ethan,
Evan, and Kara,” she said. “I enjoy baking, sewing, and spending time

with my family when I'm not at school.” ¢

Kelly Reddick
Paragould High School

elly teaches Geometry at
KParagould High School.
She has been teaching

high school math for 4 years. The
last 3 years have been at Paragould
High School.

“There are too many amazing
memories to name,” she said,
when asked about favorite

teaching episodes. “However, [ am

a junior class sponsor this year and
one thing that does stick out in my
mind is when I danced with my
juniors during our homecoming skit this year.”

She is married to Aaron Reddick. “We have been married for two years,”
Kelly said. “We are expecting our first child, a baby girl, in January. My
parents are Danny and Robin Drury, and my brother is Jake Drury. “ ¢

Would you like to see your teacher, or your child’s teacher,
featured in Premiere Magazine’s Outstanding Teachers section?
All you have to do is send your nomination to:

editor@premiere-magazine.com

no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication. All entries
will be considered. Voting begins on the first day of each month.




Good Partners

onic Drive-In in Paragould
Sis filling the role of Partners

in Education for the Greene
County Tech Preschool and
generously allowed preschool students
to sell Sonic discount cards as a
fundraiser.
Sonic agreed to let the Tech students
keep all the proceeds from the card
sales. The money will be used for
improvements to the playgrounds
at GCT.

Free Estimates
Rental Cars
Loaner Cars

We also work on Big Rigs

Thanks for voting us

your Favorite Auto Body Shop! |

'[

e ok r
Locally Own

' 1£/4
ed &0

=
SaME OF THE

WARARANTY?
Labor Park since 1988

700 East Garland * Paragould « (870) 236 -1515 » www.freemanautobody.com

verated » Next to
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December

CALENDAR

Tlumiday, December 3
JONESBORO'S  ANNUAL  CHRIST-
MAS PARADE, to be held in the Down-

town Jonesboro area at 7:00 The
theme of the 68th Annual Jonesboro Christ-
“A North Pole Christmas.”

p.m.

mas Parade is

@ e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

¥ri.-Sun.,December4,5,6

A CHRISTMAS STORY, at7:30 p.m., staged

by the Greene County Fine Arts Council. Go
to gcfac.org for tickets and further informa-

tion. Dec. 6 presentation starts at 3:00 p.m.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Saturday, December 5

HO“DAYTRADITIONS,tobeheldinDown—

townParagould, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

MEN’S GYMNAS“CS MEET. at Champi-

ons Gymnastics, Downtown Paragould, be-

ginning at 8:00 a.m.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Tuesday, December 8

PARAGOULD CHRISTMAS  PARADE,

“the Spirit of Christmas”, downtown Para-

gould beginning at 7:00 p.m.

IASTE OF HOME COOKING SHOW,

presented by First National Bank and
Premiere Magazine/MOR Media. Tickets for
the event in the ASU Convocation Center are
$15 and on sale now at www.premiere-mag-
azine.com. VIP Tickets are $25 and include
early entrance at 5:00 p.m., reserved seats up
front and reception to meet the culinary artist.
General admission tickets are $15 and allow
entrance at 6:00 p.m. The cooking show will

begin at 7:00 p.m. Each participant receives

a gift bag full of valuable coupons and Taste
of Home Magazines. For more information
call 870-236-7627 or log on to www.premiere-

magazine.com.

@ e 00 e 0000000000000 0000000 00 00

Mday, December 11
TABITHAS ~ DANCE ~ COMPANY
CHRISTMAS RECITAL, at the Coltins The-

atre in Downtown Paragould, starting at 7:00

p.m.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Saturdoy, December 12
CHRISTMAS WITH CHAD GARRETT
AND FR'ENDS. at the Collins Theatre

in Downtown Paragould, 7:00 p.m. Chad’s
friends include Randy Aden, Kevin King,
Brad Owen and Ken Wadley. Tickets are Gen-
eral Admission, $7 for adults; $3 for those 10

years old and younger.

SWIFTON CHRISTMAS PARADE, at 5:00

p-m. Santa Claus will be headed to Swifton for its
23rd Annual Downtown Parade, with the theme
of “Christmas Around The Town.” Call 870-273-

4660 for information.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

S’umtay, December 13
BROOKIAND  CHRISTMAS  PA-

RADE at 2:00 p.m. “Toyland Christmas”
is the theme for Brookland’s 145th Annual
Christmas Parade, held on the 2nd Sunday
in December each year. The parade route

is approximately 2 miles long and features

antique cars, floats, tractors, horse rid-
ers and much more. Call 870-935-
0538 for further information or details.

Sundoay-Monday,
December 13-14 CHRisI-

MAS CANTATA, “Night of the Father’s

Love,” as presented by the Chancel Choir

and accompanying brass at 7:00 p.m.
Reception  planned to follow each
night. In the sanctuary at First Unit-

ed Methodist Church in Paragould.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Thursday, December 17
SI. MARY'S SCHOOL CHRISIMAS
CONCER[ with children from preschool

through 6th grade participating. The concert
will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The

public is invited to attend.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Sunday, December 20

THE  NUTCRACKER.

by the Elite Team and under the direction of

presented

Heather Claude, will be performed at3:00 p.m.
in the historic Collins Theatre in Downtown
Paragould. Tickets for this holiday clas-
sic are $10.00 per person, General Ad-

mission. For more information regarding
tickets, contact Elite Performing Arts by
calling either (870) 476-6302 or (870) 476-9908.

e 0000000000000 000000000000 000

Thuréday, December 24

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES, First Unit-

ed Methodist Church Sanctuary. Candlelight
and Communion services at noon, 5, 7 and

11:15 p.m.



EVENTS

tst Monday of every month: Paragould
ung Professionals First Monday Lunch,
on.

tst & Third Wednesday: Perking on Pruett,
30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. At Something Sweet. Find
it what's happening in the One and Only
swntown Paragould. Your input is welcome.

:cond Tuesday of every month: The Greene
runty Wildlife Club meets at the Paragould
»mmunity Center beginning at 6:00 p.m.

cond Tuesday of every month: Greene
ounty Master Gardeners present a Brown
ig Lunch Program at the Greene County Li-
ary from 12-1. Bring a lunch and enjoy a free
rdening presentation.

:cond & Fourth Tuesday of every month:

le Paragould American Legion Post 17
eets at 7:00 p.m. at the corner of Court and
wy. 49. The second Tuesday is a business
eeting and the fourth is a Pot Luck Dinner
ith spouses and friends.

1ird Thursday of every month: Alive After
ve, Downtown street market in Downtown
nesboro.

:cond Thursday of every month: The Com-
sssionate Friends, 7:00 p.m. Southside Com-
unity Church Conference Room, 2211 Jones
»ad. For parents grieving the loss of a child.
‘ofnortheastarkansas@yahoo.com.

wcond Thursday of every month: The
emory Cafe, support group for those hav-
g memory, dementia or Alzheimer’s at 1:00
m. at Swirlz Yogurt and Coffee.

:cond Wednesday of every month: St.
ary’s Spaghetti Dinner, 11 am.-1:30 p.m.
Imission is $6 for all you can eat spaghetti,
lad, garlic bread, dessert and drink. At. St.
ary’s Catholic Church in Paragould.

rery Third Monday: Greene County Re-
ed Teachers Meeting, 11:30 a.m. at Grecian
2ak house. All retired Greene County school
rsonnel are invited.

rery Third Thursday: Alzheimer’s Support
-oup with the Alzheimer’s Arkansas Asso-
ition and Home Instead Senior Care, 2:00
m. at Chateau on the Ridge.

urth Tuesday of every month: Greene
ounty Master Gardener Meeting, Greene
unty Library, 6 p.m., guests welcome.

O.PS. (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly)
ednesday mornings at the Paragould Com-
unity Center in Room E. Private Weigh in at
)0 a.m.; support meeting at 8:30 a.m. May
‘end one meeting as a guest.

Choose from our collection of debit card designs,
and get yours INSTANTLY ™
And now enjoy using your Centennial Bank debit card with Apple Pay.™"

MY I00BANK.COM | A Home BancShares Company (MasdaggHOME)
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PORTRAITURE

Our Wedding Story ... Qordan and Russell

urrounded by their families, Russell Jetton and Jordan Crook were
married on a beautiful fall afternoon at the Jetton Farm in Paragould.
The scenery and perfect weather helped set the tone for a simple
rustic wedding. The marriage was officiated by Jared Pickney of the
couple’s church, Fellowship Paragould.
A reception followed where guests enjoyed pork steaks, games, and a
surprise presentation. A drone was on site to capture the special day from
every angle.

48 | Premiere December 2015

Russell is a 2012 graduate of the University of Central Arkansas
with a bachelors degree in Management Information Systems. He is
currently employed by Redgie Jetton Electric, Inc., as a sales manager.
Jordan is a 2013 graduate of Arkansas State University and works as a nurse
at Diffine Family Practice, PLLC.

The two reside in Paragould, where they enjoy their animals, the outdoors,
and spending time with their families. Russell is the son of Redgie and
Marilyn Jetton. Jordan is the daughter of Keith and Gina Crook. ¢



% _ letus
| ‘}‘ take care of
"Vour staffing needs

& keep your business
running smoothly!

i ) |
A\'« ' 2810 E Highland Dr - 336-7800

ois People Source Kbt

STAFFING PROFESSIONALS
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Tiffani Newsom

Occupation/Family: I'm a chemist at PLWC. I'm
married to Eli Newsom and we have two cats,
Artemis and Khaleesi.

How did you learn to cook? When I was akid,
my mom got me this children’s cookbook that
had a bunch of small recipes that would be easy
to learn. I was obsessed with it. I wanted to bake
all the time.

What is your favorite dish to cook? Probably
cookies or cupcakes. Any dessert, really. Dessert
is the best.

Funniest/Worst cooking disaster? Once I was
cooking dinner for my (now) husband. The
skillet got heated, but I'd forgotten the olive
oil. I just poured it right in and I guess the pan
was too hot because it caught fire. It wasn’t the
first time I'd caught something on fire in the
kitchen. I froze just knowing the whole kitchen
was going down. The fire is growing and all I
can think to do is yell for Eli to fix it. He did, the
kitchen was fine, but I think he’s always a little
scared when I'm cooking dinner. I'm a much
better baker.

Advice for others wanting to learn to cook?
“Learn how to cook — try new recipes, learn
from your mistakes, be fearless and above all
have fun.” - Julia Child *

NEA COOKS

Grandma Mac’s Divinity

Ingredients:

2 %2 ¢ sugar

Y2 c water

Y2 ¢ clear corn syrup

2 egg whites

Directions:

Mix sugar, water and corn syrup in a 2 quart
heavy pan over medium high heat until mix-
ture boils. Reduce heat to medium, clip on a
candy thermometer and do not stir mixture
until it reaches the “hard ball stage” (260°F).
(apprx. 10-15 minutes of steady boil.) Remove
from heat and take out thermometer.

In a large bowl beat egg whites until stiff peaks
form. Slowly pour hot mixture over the egg
whites in a thin stream while beating on high
for 3 minutes. Be sure to scrape sides of the

bowl. Add vanilla and food coloring. Continue

Would you like to nominate someone as our NEA Cook?

1 tsp vanilla
% ¢ chopped nuts or ¥ ¢ candied cherries
Food coloring of choice (optional)

beating on high for 5-6 minutes until the candy
loses its gloss. Drop one spoonful of mixture
on wax paper to see if it holds - if it does, the
mixture is ready.

Quickly add nuts or cherries (if adding) and
drop the remaining mixture on wax paper. If
mixture flattens out, beat for an addition min-
ute and test again. If mixture is too thick to
drop, add hot water by the drop until correct
consistency is reached. Store in a container with
an air tight lid for 7-10 days and don’t attempt

this recipe on a humid or rainy day. *

Or would you like to appear in Premiere Magazine yourself?
All you have to do is send a name and contact information for consideration.
Email us at editor@premiere-magazine.com to get your candidate on the list today.
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Stay Tuned Job Satisfaction

What’s in store next month

Features

AMERICAN RAILCAR INDUSTRIES

NOW HIRING
Apply today! i

For January, we will share some features Call your local Workforce Services 236-8512

related to the celebration of the start of a

new year, and lay out some of our plans for

the upcoming campaign.

Looking Back

Roger Cagle, M.D.
Lucas Hoggard, A.P.N.

We care about yvou.

Our walk-in clinic is designed to

oller !I'I:1|'-!I'|"'|1.'|I]l.'l'||.--.| CL
healthcare o Xperience
We olfer Hlu shots

Premiere will take a photographic look ) E coure with
back at some of the area Christmas parades ’ : J our personalized care.

staged in early December. Be sure to see the
Mon, I tees, Thurs, Fri: H -7 pm

Weds: Bam-5pm, Sat: 8am-2pm
2700 W, Kingsh igh way
870.239.3600

January Premiere and find out if you -- or
someone you know -- was captured by the

camera. ¢
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13th Annual Featured on Drake’s Migration Nation

DUCK CLASSIC

DINNER & AUCTION | Dec 10
DUCK CLASSIC HUNT | Dec 11

Premier Dinner & Auction | $S45
Largest Waterfowling Fundraiser in Arkansas

NEA BAPTIST @)

CHARITARLE POUSDATION

[m] 32 =]

Benefiting NEA Baptist Charitable Foundation e

NEA BAPTIST@

HEHORIAL HOSPITAL

NEABAPTISTES S . ‘:m'"“ EREENWAY
CHINE e iPph; Barmess 8 YAVERY
<. DRAKE —
:‘;1::::::::1 3 H w DENTISTRY @m % Nt . | |
" Tiospital -+ ERGLE % BRECES e Task Electric MCKESSON 111S



